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ABOUT MEKONG INSTITUTE

The Mekong Institute (MI) is an InterGovernmental Organization (IGO) working
closely with the governments of six countries
in Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS),
namely Cambodia, People’s Republic of
China (PRC), Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand
and Vietnam, to promote regional
development, cooperation and integration
by offering standard and on-demand
capability development programs across
three themes of Agricultural Development
and Commercialization (ADC), Trade and
Investment Facilitation (TIF), and Innovation
and Technological Connectivity (ITC)
Mekong Institute (MI) Vision is for capable and committed human resources working together for a more
integrated, prosperous and harmonious GMS”. MI Mission is to contribute through human resource
development and capacity building to the acceleration of sustainable economic and social development
and poverty alleviation in the Greater Mekong Sub-region and promote regional cooperation and
integration”. Aligning with its stated vision and mission, MI’s program framework covers the key pillars as
below:
Figure 1. MI’s key thematic pillars

Agricultural Development
and commercialization
(ADC)

Trade and investment
facilitation (TIF)

Innovation and
technological connectivity
(ITC)

Supporting farmers to move from subsistence to
modernized, commercial farming by introducing Food
Safety Standards, Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) and
effective post-harvest systems

Strengthening local chambers of commerce and business
associations along the GMS Economic Corridors

Innovations to address challenges in specific sectors such
as GMS power and energy sector

Promoting value added in agricultural production and
processing

Integrating GMS SME into regional and global value
chains

Initiatives that promote access to modern sustainable
energy, transportation including road corridors, and
financial and communication services

Contributing to agriculture policy development and
restructuring

Promoting certification of logistical professionals as part
of logistic sector development in support of trade

Mechanisms to draw together private-public partnerships
to address technological connectivity in innovative ways

Conducting research and field studies on subjects such as
the benefits of smallholder farmer integration into cross
border contract farming and regional value chains

Promoting foreign direct investment and other business
links in the GMS

Capacity development for innovation and technology
promotion policy
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Cross-Border Transport Agreement
Common Control Area
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Ministry of Transport
Ministry of Transport and Communication
Ministry of Finance
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Ministry of Commerce-National Trade Facilitation Committee
Ministry of Transport-National Transport Facilitation Committee
National Economic and Social Development Board of Thailand
Regional Local Economic Development on the East West Economic Corridor Project
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
Sanitary and Phytosanitary
Single Stop Inspection
Single Window Inspection
Transport and Trade Facilitation
Value Added Tax
World Trade Organization

TRADE AND INVESTMENT FACILITATION DEPARTMENT, MEKONG INSTITUTE

5

NATIONAL CONSULTATION REPORT ON ENABLING REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT FACILITATING
CROSS-BORDER TRADE ALONG THE GMS EAST-WEST ECONOMIC CORRIDOR (EWEC)

E X E C U T I V E S U M M A RY
The key purpose of the national stakeholder consultations was to ascertain country needs and priorities
with regards to regulatory environment facilitating cross-border trade between the project provinces and
along the EWEC. To this end, the consultations in Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam shared the
provincial level consultation results and obtained a deeper qualitative understanding of the perspectives
and insights of cross-border facilitation from the participants and stakeholders at the national level.
The national consultations built on the results of the provincial consultations conducted in Thakhek,
Khammouane province, Lao PDR and Myawaddy, Kayin State, Myanmar in December, 2016, and the
policy dialogues between Quang Tri and Savannakhet Provinces in Sepon, Lao PDR in October 2016, and
in Quang Tri in March 2017. Each country consultation reviewed and discussed the issues on (i) crossborder trade facilitation; (ii) technical cooperation, and (iii) institutional development and coordination
mechanism, which are part of the regulatory environment with the facilitation of TIF Department in
collaboration with EWEC Department, Mekong Institute (MI).
A total of 47 participants attended the consultation process representing the Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry, Ministry of Finance (Customs), Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Ministry of Planning and Investment (Investment Promotion Department), Khammouane Administration
Office, Savannakhet Administration Office, GMS Business Council, and SINO Express of Lao PDR; (ii)
Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Finance (Customs), Ministry of Transport and Communication, Ministry of
Industry, Ministry of Commerce, Myanmar International Freight Forwarders’ Association (MIFFA) of
Myanmar; (iii) National Economic and Social Development Board (NESDB), Ministry of Transport, Ministry
of Commerce (Foreign Trade, and Intellectual Property Rights Department), Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives, Ministry of Finance (Customs), Board of Trade, Board of Investment, The Federation of Thai
Industries, Thailand Chamber of Commerce, KNR Group Co., Ltd, Tak Province (Commercial Affairs and
Administration) of Thailand, Thai National Shippers’ Council; and (iv) Ministry of Finance (Customs
Administration), Ministry of Transport, and SaigonShip Da Nang JSC of Viet Nam.
This report presents the outcomes of the consultations in a sequential manner and sets out factual
information, reflects on achievements, and then concludes with recommendations arising from the
participants and stakeholders from the Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam (LMTV).
The following outcomes were derived from the interactive sessions at the mentioned events. Consequently,
the outcomes will be provided to the LMTV representatives for review and further recommendations before
they are reported to the regional consultation, which is scheduled in May 2017.

1. Cross-Border Trade Facilitation
a. The CCA and SSI implementation at Lao Bao – Dansavanh border crossing points will be reviewed
by Viet Nam MoFA.
b. In the short run, there is no likelihood for the CCA and SWI/SSI mechanisms to be undertaken at
Khammouane – Nakhon Phanom border crossing points, while it is possible that the SSI will be
implemented at Mae Sot – Myawaddy border crossing points in December 2017. This is subject to
the preparation and readiness of Myanmar side.
TRADE AND INVESTMENT FACILITATION DEPARTMENT, MEKONG INSTITUTE

6

NATIONAL CONSULTATION REPORT ON ENABLING REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT FACILITATING
CROSS-BORDER TRADE ALONG THE GMS EAST-WEST ECONOMIC CORRIDOR (EWEC)
c.

d.

e.

f.
g.
h.
i.

There is the need of updating the bilateral land border agreement, e.g. Thailand – Myanmar, and
Thailand – Lao PDR, in order to more effectively facilitate the operation of transport and trade
along the EWEC in complementarity to the GMS CBTA “early harvest” implementation.
There is no clear-cut confirmation from Thailand on the suggestions of Lao PDR and Myanmar on
increase in trade volume of agricultural produces under Thailand quotas and purchase of
agricultural produces on a year-round basis.
Viet Nam and Lao PDR through Lao Bao – Savanakhet provinces’ cooperation in cross-border
trade and trade facilitation is subject to the implementation of the bilateral cross-border trade
agreement and policy dialogue mechanism.
Further bilateral dialogues between Thailand and Myanmar, and Thailand and Lao PDR on the
recognition of Certificate of Origin (C/O) in form D (and / or other forms) are needed.
Apart from (b), (c), (d), and (f), Thailand has no objection to the results of the provincial
consultations in Khammouane and Myawaddy.
Myanmar has identified its short-term and long-term priorities to facilitate cross-border trade1
(i) Capacity building for the provincial stakeholders in customs risk management and trade
facilitation; (ii) Surveys and research on products traded along the EWEC; and (iii) policy
advocacy in the area of trade facilitation are needed.

2. Technical Cooperation
a. All four countries at both national and sub-national levels have agreed on implementing SPS
measures and use of SPS certificates for specific products in agriculture sector.
b. Lao PDR and Myanmar are in need of further investment in both SPS infrastructure and capacity
development in this area.
c. Harmonization and mutual recognition of product standards and certifications, and application of
Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) are in need of clarification and agreements from the four
countries.
d. Cross-border trade networking and trade database development between the twin provinces and
/ or the two countries, e.g. Thailand – Myanmar, Thailand – Lao PDR, need a further consultation,
probably at the regional consultation level.
e. Cross-border contract farming for the case of Viet Nam – Lao PDR, market surveys are needed,
while cross-border contract farming between (i) Thailand – Lao PDR and (ii) Thailand – Myanmar
cooperation were established under the ACMECS. However, the current implementation of crossborder contract farming was not fully discussed by the stakeholders at both sub-national and
national consultations. For this reasons, this issue, if interested by the four countries, is in need of
policy and technical consultation at a higher level.

3. Institutional Development and Coordination mechanism
a. Lao PDR and Myanmar suggested a review and consideration of the existing coordination
mechanisms at the national and sub-national levels to strengthen the institutional arrangements and
coordination mechanism, e.g. inter-agency coordination in border management and trade
1

Details are specified in sub-session 5.3
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facilitation, joint trade commissions between Thailand and Loa PDR, and Thailand and Myanmar to
facilitate cross-border trade;
b. Provincial policy dialogue as an instrument MI through the RLED-EWEC project has adopted to
promote further coordination and cooperation in trade facilitation at sub-national level.
c. Capacity building for provincial Chambers of Commerce, e.g. in Lao PDR, in order to enhance their
role in connecting the public and private sectors, provision of BDS services to traders, to better
facilitate cross-border trade.
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I.

INTRODUCTION

With the support from Swiss
Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC), Mekong
Institute (MI) has been
implementing a project on
“Capacity development for a
more inclusive and equitable
growth” (also referred as
regional and local economic
development – East West
Economic Corridor) (RLEDEWEC) project since March
2013.
The 3-year-project (phase 1)
aims to improve the economic
R ICE P ADDY H ARVESTING IN KHAMMOUANE , LAO PDR
situation
of
smallholder
farmers and small and medium-sized (SMEs) of the target twin provinces through better access to
commercial agriculture value chains along the EWEC, and eventually to contribute to a more inclusive and
equitable growth in the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS).
The three sectors and the project locations are:




Maize: Kayin State, Myanmar – Tak Province, Thailand
Rice: Khammouane Province, Lao PDR – Nakhon Phanom Province, Thailand
Coffee: Quang tri Province, Viet Nam – Savannakhet Province, Lao PDR

GMS EAST -W EST ECONOMIC CORRIDOR (EWEC)
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The project has provided
technical assistance and
capacity development to
the project beneficiaries
and stakeholder for
support of market access
for these products with
the fact that it has
witnessed
the
initial
successes in supporting
the
local
economic
development for the
least-developed
rural
areas and borderland in
the project provinces
along the EWEC during
the
implementation
period (2013 – 2016). In
addition, the project has continued its target to further strengthen market development for the local
products through facilitating cross-border trade (CBT) along the EWEC in the context of deeper economic
integration into regional and global markets. Systematically, EWEC Department, MI, has conducted a
series of research studies
on cross – border trade
(CBT) of agricultural
commodities
at
the
crossing points of the
selected twin provinces
and products2 . The
research
provided
findings,
indicating
factors that may cause
slow progress of crossborder
trade
development along the
EWEC,
provided
conclusions
and
MAIZE PRODUCTION IN KAYIN STATE , MYANMAR
recommendations for the
project to take up in its follow-up actions aiming to enable regulatory environment for facilitating crossborder trade of agricultural commodities of the selected province along the corridor. Synergistically,
Trade and Investment Facilitation (TIF) Department, MI, has provided its continued efforts in CBT facilitation
by reviewing the legal and regulatory factors and issues that may have significant impacts on cross-border
trade (CBT) between the project provinces and the EWEC.
MI VISITING A COFFEE FARM IN QUANG TRI P ROVINCE , VIET NAM

EWEC Department, Mekong Institute, 2016, (i) Analysis on cross-border trade of the agricultural commodities in Quang Tri
province, Viet Nam; (ii) Research and Analysis on Agricultural Cross-Border Trade Potentials / Opportunities (in Khammouane, Lao
PDR); and (iii) Research on Potentials for Facilitation of Cross-Border Trade of Key Agricultural Commodities in Borders of Kayin
State, Myanmar and Tak Province, Thailand
2
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Overall, the statistics and research show that the trade of the GMS countries grew rapidly over the past
two decades, covering the increase in exports and imports of Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam.
In spite of the rapid expansion in trade, the share of several countries, e.g. Lao PDR and Myanmar, in the
total trade of EWEC and GMS remains small. In fact, CBT or exports enables individual traders and
import-export companies to cater to markets beyond its domestic borders, achieve economies of scale,
improve productivity, attain higher levels of efficiency, and enhance its competitiveness.
To this end, Mekong Institute (MI) has designed a series of consultations at the provincial, national, and
regional levels. The proposed policy and technical issues cover:




Cross-border trade facilitation (CBTF)
Technical cooperation
Institutional development and coordination mechanism

At the provincial level, MI has conducted (i) the first policy dialogue between Quang Tri province, Viet
Nam and Savannakhet province, Lao PDR on October 28, 2016; (ii) Consultation workshop for
Khammouane province, Lao PDR and Nakhon Phanom province, Thailand on December 13, 2016; (iii)
Consultation workshop for Kayin State, Myanmar and Tak province, Thailand, on December 26, 2016; and
(iv) the second policy dialogue between Quang Tri – Savannakhet on March 2, 2017.
Further to the provincial consultation process, MI conducted four national consultations workshop in Lao PDR,
Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam, to disseminate the results and agreements on the consultations at the
national level, and finalize the priorities, strategies, measures, and actions through committments to
fostering enabling regulatory environment that effectivelly facitiates cross-border trade (CBT) along the
EWEC, especilally between the border crossing points in the RLED-EWEC project locations, namely (i)
Quang Tri – Savannakhet; (ii) Khammouane – Nakhon Phanom; and (iii) Mae Sot – Myawaddy.
Within the scope of project intervention in CBTF in the next phase (2017-2019), the consultation on
enabling regulartory environment in support of CBT development will focus on such factors as CBT-related
laws, regulations, and policies, bilateral and multilateral trade agreements, and infrastructure that either
facilitate or hinder the movement of goods and services crossing borders. In this sense, the consultations at
the natiional and regional levles brought the national stakeholders from both public and private sectors
from the four countries for a one-day consultation in each location and discussed and shared views and
policy solutions facing the development of CBT at the specific border crossing points and the EWEC as a
whole.

II.

OBJECTIVES AND ANTICIPATED OUTPUTS

2.1.

Objectives

Based on the results of the first policy dialogue, and the two consultation workshops as mentioned above,
the national and regional the consultation workshops aimed to achieve the following objectives:


To exchange information and experiences in the development and implementation of CBT and
transport and trade facilitation.
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To review and analyze the policy and technical issues in connection with the current and future CBT
development in each country.
To identify and recommend prioritized action plans to enhance the regulatory environment in
support of CBT between the project provinces and along the EWEC.

The purpose of the national stakeholder consultations was to listen to country priorities on trade facilitation
through enhancing the regulatory environment for cross-border trade between the project provinces and
along the EWEC. The consultations were structured to capture the voice of stakeholders and obtain a
deeper qualitative understanding of individual country priorities and initiated action programs. The
national level feedback adds practitioner values to the wider policy dialogues being undertaken by the
UN and contributes to shaping potential sustainable development goals (SDG) after 2015.
Aligning the workshop objective, the following are the policy and technical issues proposed to the
consultation process at the national level:





Implementation of the GMS Transport and Trade Facilitation in the twin provinces under the RLEDEWEC project framework:

Transport facilitation

Trade facilitation

Capacity building

Institutional development

Coordinated border management
Cross-border transport and trade logistics services between the project provinces and along the
EWEC.
Cooperation of the four countries under the ASEAN Free Trade Agreement (AFTA), and
Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS) with a focus on
Agricultural and Industrial Cooperation, including (i) cross-border contract farming, (ii) rule of
origin, (iii) tariff treatment, and (iv) technical barriers, e.g. SPS measures.

The specific contents for consultation at the regional level will be based on the result of national
consultation workshops.

2.2.

Anticipated Outputs

The expected outputs are subject to the decisions of the four countries on the proposed policy and technical
issues that are considered as priorities. To this end, the expected outputs of the consultation workshop
include:





Critical comments and practical measures and solutions to the selected issues to better facilitate
cross-border trade at the national and sub-national levels.
Prioritized action plans and timeline for implementation by the project provinces in cooperation
with the counterpart provinces
Agreements among the four countries on the prioritized programs and activities facilitating CBT
Consultative reports endorsed by the leaders or authorized representatives of four countries.
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III.

CONSULTATION PROCESS

The national consultations were successfully conducted in (i) Naypyidaw, Myanmar on February 21, 2017;
(ii) Bangkok, Thailand on March 22, 2017 (iii); Vientiane, Lao PDR on March 23, 2017; and (iv) Ha Noi,
Viet Nam on March 3, 2017, respectively, which built on the provincial consultation and policy dialogue
undertaken in October and December 2016. The four national consultations are an integral part of
designed consultation process under the framework of the Regional and Local Economic Development
Project on “Capacity Development for a More Inclusive and Equitable Growth, Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS)” in six border provinces along the East-West Economic Corridor (EWEC) of the GMS.
The consultations were carried out in collaboration with the national Coordination Agents (CA) of Mekong
Institute (MI), consisting of a half-a-day session co-chaired by the MI Executive Director and the senior level
government officials (Myanmar), the representative of private sector (Thailand), SDC (Lao PDR), and
Senior Trade Specialist of ADB (Viet Nam). Participation varied from country to country, 47 participants
overall from the government ministries and agencies at both national and sub-national levels, private
organizations and companies, and development partners (donors) who are of critical importance in the
consultations.
Table 1. Countries and Participants’ organizations
Country

Participants’ Organizations

Myanmar

Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Finance (Customs), Ministry
of Transport and Communication, Ministry of Industry,
Ministry of Commerce, Myanmar International Freight
Forwarders’ Association (MIFFA), Asian Development Bank
(Thailand Resident Mission)

Thailand

National Economic and Social Development Board (NESDB),
Ministry of Transport, Ministry of Commerce (Foreign Trade,
and Intellectual Property Rights Department), Ministry of
Agriculture and Cooperatives, Ministry of Finance (Customs),
Board of Trade, Board of Investment, The Federation of Thai
Industries, Thailand Chamber of Commerce, KNR Group Co.,
Ltd, Tak Province (Commercial Affairs and Administration
office), Thai National Shippers’ Council, Asian Development
Bank (Thailand Resident Mission), and MI’s consultant.

Lao PDR

Viet Nam

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Ministry of Finance
(Customs), Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Planning and Investment
(Investment
Promotion
Department),
Khammouane
Administration Office, Savannakhet Administration Office,
GMS Business Council, SINO express, and SDC in Lao PDR
Ministry of Finance (Customs Administration), Ministry of
Transport, SaigonShip Da Nang JSC, Asian Development
Bank (Thailand Resident Mission)
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Figure 1. Percentage of the Participation by Country
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IV.

TRADE AND TRADE FACILITATION ALONG THE EWEC

4.1. Regional Trade and Economic Frameworks
Trade cooperation among the EWEC countries is supported by a number of regional and sub-regional
cooperation frameworks initiated by ASEAN, GMS, and interested countries. Within the scope of the
consultation on “Enabling Regulatory Environment Facilitating cross-border trade along the GMS EWEC”
for the RLED-EWEC project, the following frameworks are presented to demonstrate the legal background
and impacts on the EWEC countries.
One of the important legal framework in ASEAN is the ASEAN Free Trade Agreement (AFTA) signed in
1992 that set a solid background for regional cooperation and economic integration. AFTA came first in
1992 required ASEAN members to implement the common effective preferential tariff (CEPT) under which
tariff rates levied on a wide range of products traded among the ASEAN members have to be reduced to
below 5 percent, and all quantitative restrictions and other non-tariff barriers to be removed. In practice,
the original ASEAN members have already achieved the tariff reduction goal by 2010, and zero tariff by
2015. Products eligible for special treatment under CEPT are required to conform to the Rules of Origin
(RO) or Cumulative Rules of Origin (CO).
The GMS Economic Program was initiated by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in 1992. The GMS
program covers Cambodia, the Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam, and Yunnan province and
Quangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). As a program of marketbased integration, the GMS agenda has concentrated on the provision of physical infrastructure and
connectivity. In fact, cross-border infrastructure remains underdeveloped in most of the GMS economies,
the GMS program, therefore, has focused on overcoming this constraint. Such Initiatives as the EWEC,
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NSEC, and SEC are creating a network of roads that connect the region, reducing the cost of transporting
goods and people from one corner of the region to the other.
In addition to physical infrastructure connectivity, the GMS program has also contributed to complementary
software harmonization. A key initiative towards this end is the Cross-Border Transport Agreement (CBTA),
that aims to support a range of measures to facilitate trade and investment, including:
 Movement of Goods, Vehicles, and People through the GMS road transport system
 Vehicles with goods in transit through countries without reloading/trans-loading
 Reduced clearance time, transaction costs at border crossing through coordinated border
management, i.e. simplification and harmonization of procedures, including implementation
of Single Stop Inspection (SSI) / Single Window Inspection (SWI)
 Improved institutional coordination among agencies at the borders, and behind the
borders.
Indeed, enhanced connectivity, along with cooperation in transport and trade facilitation, has been
associated with an increase in intra-regional trade since 1992. While the availability of cheap and
trainable labor in the GMS has been a key factor for promoting trade and investment, including foreign
direct investment (FDI). In other words, a wider array of complementary inputs such as better trade
facilitation and high-quality infrastructure, and development of logistics services, will enhance trade and
investment environment
The Ayeyawady–Chaophraya–Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS) is a cooperation
framework among Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam to utilize member countries’
diverse strengths and to promote balanced development in the sub-region. The ACMECS aims to reduce
the economic gaps among the five countries and to promote prosperity in the sub-region in a sustainable
manner. It is understood that a stronger Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam will create
complementarities to a stronger GMS / ASEAN. The main goal of ACMECS is to (i) transform the border
areas of the five countries into the zones of economic growth, social progress and prosperity, and (ii) reach
a compromise the local, national and regional interests for common benefits, shared prosperity, enhanced
solidarity, stability, and improved neighborhoods.
The Regional Trade Facilitation Initiatives encourage the promotion of cross-border free flows of goods
and people’s mobility consisting of the ASEAN Integration System of Preferences (AISP) that focuses on
granting unilateral free trade treatment from old members to new members, Cambodia, Lao PDR,
Myanmar, and Viet Nam in order to narrow down stages of development among ASEAN member
countries. The time frame for implementing this scheme was from January 1, 2002 until December 31,
2009.

4.2. Cross-border trade along the EWEC
The cross-border trade among the four countries, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam over the
past decades can be demonstrated through the following periods:
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The period 1996 – 2012, the cross-border trade development between (i) Thailand - Lao PDR; and (ii)
Thailand – Myanmar as follows:


Thailand – Lao PDR.
The cumulative CBT value was US$ 21.57 billion. Thailand gained a
favorable cumulative balance of cross-border trade of US$ 11.99 billion. The aggregate crossborder export gradually increased from US$ 205 million in 1996 to US$ 3.50 billion in 2012.
Nong Khai border checkpoint was the most important gateway with the highest share of 56.25%
of total cross-border export value, and followed by Mukdahan border checkpoint with 11.00%,
and the rest contributed by six other border checkpoints. The major exported goods through
Mukdahan border checkpoint were oil products, cars, pellet cement, woven fabrics, medical
equipment, diggers, polymers of ethylene, tiles, and tires. In reality, cross-border exports from
Thailand served half of Lao PDR’s national population, especially those residing along border
regions. On the other side, the aggregate cross-border imports from Lao PDR rose from UD$ 68
million in 1996 to US$ 739 million in 2012. The major imported goods through Mukdahan border
checkpoint were processed wood, parquet, electrical parts, and underwears and cloth for men and
boys, zinc ore, and working uniforms.
Thailand – Myanmar.
It has been facing economic sanctions by the West since 1997. As a
result, Myanmar has heavily relied on CBT of goods with bordering countries mostly with Thailand,
China and India. The cumulative cross-border trade was at US$ 36.48 billion. The aggregate
cross-border trade with Myanmar gradually increased from US$ 125 million in 1996 to US$ 5.80
billion in 2012. Mae Sot, located in the west end of Thailand’s section of the EWEC, facilitated as
high as 54% of total cross-border export value, followed by Ranong (22.93%), Mae Sai (14%),
and the rest contributed by five other border checkpoints. The major exported goods through Mae
Sot border checkpoint were diesel and Benzene oils, vegetable oil, motorcycles, woven cloth,
fishing net, human drugs and consumer goods. The aggregate cross-border import value sharply
increased from US$ 21 million in 1996 to US$ 3.55 billion in 2012 mainly resulting from
importation of mainly natural gas utilized for generating electricity in Thailand. Sangklaburi
temporary border checkpoint, Ranong, Mae Sot, Mae Sai are they border gates for imports from
Myanmar. The major imported commodities through Mae Sot border checkpoint in particular were
wood, sea aquatic products, live cattle, and agricultural produces.



In addition to the total cross-border trade value between the countries along the EWEC, trade value and
goods traded through specific border crossing points in recent years have reflected the actual situations
and cross-border trade trends.






Table 2 displays cross-border trade transported through Lao Bao and La Lay International
Border Gates over the period 2010-2014 during which total trade increased from US$ 261.9
million in 2010 to US$ 485.6 million in 2014. It is noted that the key flows of goods are mainly
imports from other countries into Quang Tri Province, while the flow of exports from Viet Nam to
the countries along to the EWEC is rather limited.
In recent years, the key imported commodities are wood and timbers, gypsum, copper-related
products. The rapid increase in wood and timber imports has mainly contributed to a sharp
increase in import value. Wood and timber imports increased from US$ 61.9 million in 2010 to
US$ 319.4 million in 2014.
From export side, the export value slightly rose from US$ 34.3 million in 2010 to US$ 72.1
million in 2012, but it gradually decreased over the next 3 years (2013-2015). In 2014 exports
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reached only US$ 47.1 million, decreased by 23.9% as compared to the previous year. The
main export commodities included consumer goods, construction materials, and agricultural
products.
Table 2. Trade Value and Traded Goods through Lao Bao and La Lay Border Gates, 2010 - 2014
Unit: US$
Year
2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015
(Estimated)

Export-import
value

261,855,693.07

391,391, 712.28

364,864,212.22

504,536,649.51

485,552,197.00

505,000,000.00

Export

34, 259,425.23

57, 785, 473.87

72,086, 881.48

61,850, 449.05

47,141,511.00

55,000,000.00

Import

227,596,267.84

356,054,155.22

292,777,330,74

442,686,200.46

438,410,686.00

450,000,000.00

Main export
goods

34,259,425.23

57,785,473.87

72,086,88.48

61,850,449.05

47,141,511.00

Consumer goods

17,129,712.62

28,892,736.94

36,043,440.74

30,925,224.53

23,570,755.50

Construction
materials

10,277,827.57

17,335,642.16

21,626,064.44

18, 555,134.72

14,142,453.30

Agricultural
products

6,851,885.05

11,557,094.77

14,417, 376.30

12,370,089.81

9, 428, 302.20

Main import
goods

134,990,408.26

206,469,802.90

151,361,486.86

285,435,586.32

346, 030,675,35

61,960,947.19

133, 869,
744.65

93,990,529.09

254, 566,907.97

319,383,853.00

3,659,743.29

3,418,048.66

3,887,208.92

3,829, 681.36

2,243,160.47

69,369, 717.78

69,182,009.59

53,483,748.85

27,038,996.99

24,403,661.88

Timber
Gypsum
Copper

Source: Quang Tri Department of Industry and Trade (DoIT), Viet Nam


Table 3 demonstrates the status quo of cross-border trade by key categories of products traded
through Khammouane – Nakhon Phanom over the period 2012 – 2015. It can be seen that the
main products exported from Lao PDR are timber and wood products and industry-related
products, while there was limited information cross-border trade of agricultural products.
According to the provincial consultation, quantity and value of agricultural cross-border trade
were conducted in the form of informal trade, such as rice, cassava, non-timber forest products,
tobacco leafs, vegetable. Small volume of agricultural products informally traded, except for rice
and cassava. In addition, Lao PDR in general and Khammoune province in particular has been
challenged by low competiveness in cross-border trade, which is due to limited volume of exports
and high trade-related costs.
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Table 3. Cross-border trade value and Goods traded through Khammouane – Nakhon Phanom, 20122015
2012 -2013
Products

Quantity

2013-2014

Value (US$)

2014-2015

Quantity

Value (US$)

Quantity

Value (US$)

Timber and
wood products

33,692 m3
512 tons

6,903,192
m3
57,087

12,103 m3
715 tons

2,586,256 m3
72,244

15,577 m3
1,244 tons

3,510,056 m3
139,311

Rock granule

152,285
tons

1,061,913

46,400 tons

302,400

167,400 tons

1,022,400

Lead mineral

8 tons

19,600

9 tons

27,000

38 tons

114,000

Potash

2,306 tons

904,750

22,630 tons

6,543,850

62,512 tons

18,426,160

Gypsum

-

-

52.40 tons

5,400

-

-

Dried cassava

253 tons

16,445

-

-

-

-

Organic fertilizer

300 tons

30,000

150 tons

15,000

-

-

Tobacco leafs

-

-

3.5 tons

3,500

-

-



For the case of Thailand – Myanmar, cross-border trade of top ten agricultural products in 2015
is reflected in Table 4. The status of cross-border trade of the key main products is summarized as
below:
 Maize:
 One of the economic crops planted in Tak Province and Kayin State
 Lower production cost, and only small volume of maize from Myanmar
formally exported through Mae Sot checkpoint due to import restriction
and other non-technical barriers to trade
 Informal CBT of maize is not regulated.
 Challenges facing maize production and trade are market expansion,
while preserving the natural resource base and the environment through
careful agricultural planning.
 Soybean:




90% of Thai imports of soybeans are from from Brazil, United States, and
Argentina.
Myanmar is a major producer of pulses, and is self-sufficient in soybeans
production.
CBT of soybeans between Thailand and Myanmar is minimal.
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Promoting cultivation and trade of soybean will benefit both countries.




Sugar cane is the second most grown crop in Myanmar.
Thailand is also a major producer and exporter of sugar cane and sugar
products.
Combining Myanmar’s cheap and abundant resources with Thailand’s
advanced technologies and expertise will bring great benefits to both
parties.

 Sugar cane



Table 4. Cross-border trade of top ten agricultural products through Mae Sot – Myawaddy, 2015
Product

Quantity (tons)

Value (in Thai Baht)

Peanuts
Onions

7,612.53
14,674.78

335,183,253
108,867,3030

Dried chilies
Green beans
Cashew nuts
Sesame seeds
Maize
Potatoes
White beans
Dried turmeric

1,183.88
1,929.31
72.76
283.52
1,750.00
496
279.83
221.45

85,765,106
67,277,294
20,357,720
17,437,736
17,190,389
8,601,764
5,874,532
5,573,891

4.3. Trade Facilitation
Trade facilitation’s objectives and principles are summarized in Figure 2.

Trade
Facilitation

Simplification

Harmonization

Elimination of repetitions in
prosesses and procedures

Standardization

Alignment of the national
procedures with
international standards

Delopment of
internationally-agreed
practices, procedures and
documents
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Trade facilitation under the goal of the World Trade Organization (WTO) is to expedite the movement of
goods, allowing developing and least developed countries (LDC) to reduce border inefficiencies and reap
the benefits of increased trade. Traditionally, trade facilitation was confined to the processes and
procedures at the borders, but with the expanded and more integrated logistics approach this has
encompassed behind-the-border processes and procedures on both the production and consumption sides.
Under the GMS economic cooperation framework, facilitating cross border trade is essential to ensure the
transformation of existing transport corridors into economic corridors in line with Strategic Framework
2012-2022 (GMS Strategic Framework) in which improvement in transport and trade facilitation (TTF) is
one of the priorities. To this end, the GMS customs administrations and procedures for the clearance of
goods at border crossings play a critical role in trade facilitation along with efforts to modernize,
streamline and harmonize complex customs and other trade-related procedures and documentation
requirements, which are to be implemented together to facilitate cross border trade.
Trade facilitation can be evaluated in terms of its effect on trade transaction costs. The costs may cover
direct and indirect costs in which (i) direct costs are those spent for preparing documentation, and
complying with various customs and other regulations; the cost of moving goods from factory to port,
handling costs at the port, finance and insurance, and transport costs, while (ii) Indirect costs are understood
as opportunity costs associated with time and delays in trade operations. In this nexus, trade facilitation
may contribute to improve trade-related cost effectiveness and associated benefits:








Improved trade competitiveness. In the development context where tariff rates have been reduced
and many traditional nontariff barriers have been dismantled, emerging economies cannot rely on
further tariff concessions alone to further develop their exports. Instead, they have to be
competitive to export. To do so, existing products must be improved, new products must be
developed, and new markets must be found.
Increased Investment (FDI and domestic investment). In developing economies where FDI and / or
multinational corporations’ production facilities are located and in need of input supplies from
abroad, regulatory business environment through ease and cost effectiveness of importing and
exporting goods and services are critically important. In this sense, trade facilitation trade will
tend to attract more FDIs as a way to integrate the economies into regional and global production
networks. At the same time, trade facilitation provides a similar effect to domestic investment.
Increased SMEs’ trade. Streamlining and simplification of trade processes and procedures can
facilitate SME participation in international trade, including cross-border trade. Efficiency can be
seen through application of the computerization and automation of customs and trade-related
processes and procedures to serve exporting SMEs, and encourage more SMEs to engage in
export.
Improved economic growth. The impact of trade facilitation for trade and investment can be
resulted in significant contribution to economic growth, and poverty reduction, especially for
developing countries.

In order to achieve the objectives of trade facilitation, the following adjustments and development could
be considered:


Institutional development and adjustment. Trade facilitation generally requires adjustments in
organizations and agencies involved in trade facilitation process. These changes may be
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V.

accompanied by both opportunities and challenges in terms of requirements of effective
information sharing mechanisms and better coordinated border management.
Regulatory and legislative development. Trade facilitation measures may require amendment of
the countries’ regulatory and/or legal systems in consistency with international laws and practices.
For instance, national laws and regulations may necessarily harmonize with those of other trade
partners in particular, or commitments to international trade, e.g. to WTO agreements, in general.
Capacity development. Trade facilitation is often associated with the automation and
computerization of trade procedures. The application and operation of the high-tech systems, e.g.
data interchange systems, hardware and software platform(s) require capacity building for staff
and / or people, especially in the public sector (customs, quarantine, immigration) to ensure that
their functions can effectively serve trade facilitation process.

CONSULTATIONS
ON
REGULATORY
ENVIRONMENT
FACILITATING CROSS-BORDER TRADE ALONG THE EWEC

The process follows provincial consultations and policy dialogues that were undertaken by Mekong Institute
(MI) in collaboration with the six twin provinces (Quang Tri – Savannakhet; Khammouane – Nakhon
Phanom; and Kayin State – Tak) in October and December 2016. It was clear that the provinces
expressed their interests and concerns about the policy and technical issues: (i) Cross-border trade
facilitation; (ii) Technical cooperation; and (iii) Institutional development and coordination mechanism, along
with suggestions on how to better facilitate cross-border trade and investment between the province
provinces and along the EWEC.
At the national level, Mekong Institute (MI) brought the results of the provincial consultations and policy
dialogues and engaged the representatives of the four countries in further discussions and reflections of
their national interests, priorities, and strategies in cross-border trade development and trade facilitation
in the development context of the GMS and beyond.

5.1. Opening of Consultation Process
The consultations were started by the opening speeches of Dr.
Watcharas Leelawath, MI Executive Director, who provided the
participants with an overview of Mekong Institute (MI) on its vision and
mission in human resource development, regional cooperation and
integration through capacity building, research, development work,
and policy consultation toward sustainable economic and social
development and poverty alleviation in the GMS. The MI Executive
Director also addressed the significance of trade and investment in the
sub-region and the development of the EWEC. For this reason, he
mentioned the role of trade facilitation and the objectives of the
DR. WATCHARAS LEELAWATH , MI
national consultations, and invited the national and provincial
EXECUTIVE D IRECTOR
representatives to review the provincial consultation results, reflect
their insights of cross-border trade and provide strategies and priorities in trade and investment
development through trade facilitation. In the next step in the consultation process, Mekong Institute (MI)
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will organize a regional consultation the time to come (tentatively in May 2017) with the participation of
the four countries in order to conclude the consultation process with the commitments to trade facilitation
and action programs initiated by the four countries from which the intervention strategies of the RLEDEWEC with the support from Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) will be formulated
and developed.

5.2. Overview of RLED-EWEC
Following the consultation agenda, Mr. Nguyen Hung Cuong, RLED-EWEC
Director, presented the project objectives, implementation progress, and
results achieved during the period 2013 – 2016. Mr. Cuong also addressed
cross-border trade and trade facilitation would be considered for the
project intervention in its extended phase 2017 – 2019. In this connection, he
clarified the process in enabling regulatory environment for facilitating crossborder trade between the designated provinces and along the EWEC as
described in the Figure 3.

MR. NGUYEN HUNG
CUONG , D IRECTOR ,
RLED-EWEC

• Research /
Situational Analsyis
• Identifed focuses
and Priorities

Understanding

Actions Taken
• Consultations;
Bilateral and
Multilaleral
Dialogues
• Action Programs

• Policy Adjustment
and Development
• Policy
Implementation

Change
Created

Overall, the project intervention in cross-border trade and trade facilitation aims to contribute to the
development objective and positive impact on poverty reduction along EWEC through inclusive and
equitable growth as stated in the following project log frame in Figure 4.
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Improved regional
and local
competitiveness of
the private
enterprises
Smallholder
farmers become
more competitive

Improved enabling
regulatory
environment for
LED and trade in
and between
target provinces

Contributing to
poverty
reduction along
EWEC through
inclusive and
equitable growth

5.3. Discussion of Regulatory Environment Facilitating Cross-border trade
along the EWEC
A. Myanmar



Mekong Institute presented at the national consultation the policy and technical issues that were
consulted with the provincial authorities and stakeholders of Kayin State and Tak Province. As such,
Table 3 summarizes the issues and consultative results.

Table 5. Summary of provincial consultative results in Myawaddy, Myanmar

Policy and Technical Issues

Provincial Consultation Results

1. Cross-Border Trade Facilitation




Implementing SSI/SWI at the border crossing point at
Myawaddy – Mae Sot.
Implement Myanmar Automated Cargo Clearance System
(MACCS).
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Policy and Technical Issues

Provincial Consultation Results








2. Technical Cooperation













3. Institutional Development and 
Coordination Mechanism

Simplify CBT procedures from both sides in terms of (i)
reduction in types of CBT documents required, and (ii)
clearance processing time.
Increase in quantity of agricultural produce under the
import quota of Thailand to help increase in scale of
economies in agricultural production, e.g. in Myanmar and
mainstream formal CBT activities.
Harmonize company policies with the government policies.
Imports of agricultural produces of Myawaddy / Myanmar
on a year-round basis
Thailand accepts certification of origin (C/O) in form D
Thailand cuts off taxes imposed on imported goods from
Myanmar
Improve banking and financial services to facilitate CBT
payment mechanism.
Thailand and Myanmar share the list of direct importers
and exporters, i.e. importers and exporters should directly
negotiate the contracts each other without interventions of
brokers / middle men.
Thailand and Myanmar share market information, e.g.
prices of agricultural produces, in a transparent and fair
manner to support cross-border traders more effectively.
Thailand and Myanmar build and promote CBT networking
in various forms such as CBT information centres, and CBTrelated website(s) to widen understanding of market
dynamics, and alleviate the information gaps that exist
between agricultural producers and markets, minimize
market price information asymmetry.
Enhancement of CBT statistics, particularly for Myanmar
side.
Capacity development program(s) on language(s), trade
database development, SME database development.
Assignment of organizations and staff in charge of
development of trade database and information sharing
mechanism.
Technical assistance and building capacity of SPS for the
local stakeholders from both public and private sectors,
especially in Myanmar
Thailand and Myanmar (Tak province and Kayin State)
implement SPS measures in compliance with commitments to
regional and global requirements.
SPS certificate and C/O be required, and the issuance of
these documents be effectively facilitating to CBT for the
purpose of safe trade.
Public – Private sector dialogue mechanism on CBT-related
issues, e.g. market prices of agricultural produces, CBT
policies and regulations, and so on. In this connection, the
local stakeholders suggested that (i) agricultural business
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Policy and Technical Issues

Provincial Consultation Results





Association / Industry association be established (private
sector), e.g. for the case of Myanmar to help local
producers to directly negotiate purchase contracts of
agricultural produces, and (ii) authorized government
agency in charge of coordinated border management
(public sector) be established.
Joint coordination meetings of the CBT task force, e.g.
customs, quarantine, immigration (CQI) on a regular basis.
Frequency of coordinating meeting is subject to a fixed
repeating schedule or a flexible schedule when needed.
Capacity building in the areas of customs (MACCS), CBT,
business development, and so on.



In consideration of the issues on transport and trade facilitation, the representative of MIFFA provided
the meeting with an update on the Myanmar National Transport Facilitation Committee (NTSC), which
has recently been established and chaired by the Minister of the Ministry of Transport (MoTC). This
MoTC-NTFC targets the strategies and implementation of transport and trade facilitation in the GMS
from Myanmar side, while there is National Trade Facilitation Committee under the Ministry of
Commerce (MoC-NTFC) with a focus on WTO and trade facilitation. It is expected that MoTC-NTFC
will effectively coordinate and cooperate with other concerned ministries and agencies, and the
private sector in cross-border transportation facilitation. In addition, the consultation learnt from
MIFFAS that there is a transport facilitation project, namely Semi-Truck Trailer Project in Myanmar with
the endorsement of MoTC. This project aims to support and promote the local transport operators in
Tak province and Kayin state. The project is now in the first phase to facilitate the transportation of
Thai trucks, and the second phase will facilitate Myanmar trucks to transport in Thailand, e.g. to
minimize costs caused by return empty trucks, given the ratio of Myanmar truck versus Thai truck
crossing the borders of 1:24 at present.



Myanmar is also interested in implementing SWI/SSI, however, an emerging issue facing the transport
and logistics services is insurance of cargo trucks. There remains a question of whether transporter /
traders buy Thai insurance for the cargo transported in Myanmar. MIFFA also suggested an
establishment of joint venture services (truck licensing) between Myanmar and Thailand.



In response to the concern about the focus, functions, and coordination between the MoTC-NTFC and
MoC-NTFC, the representative of ADB clarified the difference between the two committees with which
the former is under the specific GMS CBTA framework with a focus on TTF in the GMS, while the later
is established under the national mandate with the responsibility of MoC in trade facilitation and
international trade. To improve the coordination among the NTFCs, both of them may come up with the
coordination mechanism in this regard.



Regarding the implementation of SWI/SSI, the representative of ADB explained the implementation
mechanism under the GMS and ASEAN frameworks, and updated an assessment of the SSI/SWI
implementation between Viet Nam – Lao PDR (Quang Tri – Savannakhet), and Viet Nam – Cambodia
(Moc Bai – Bavet) implemented by ADB. The SSI/SWI was subject to customs risk management
regulations and implementation, which may differ from country to country. For such a difference, it is
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likely that SSI/SWI works more effectively for the case of passenger transport, while it is not yet fully
effective for cargo transportation. To increase the knowledge of customs risk management, ADB has
provided support to capacity development to GMS countries at the national level. For the case of
Myanmar, ADB has provided support to both national and sub-national level. ADB will share more
documented information on the SSI/SWI with MI and the stakeholders accordingly.


In addition, the representative of the Ministry of Transport and Communication (MoTC) informed the
meeting that the SSI/SWI implementation is still in the negotiation process between Thailand and
Myanmar.



As for the application of Myanmar Automate Cargo Clearance System (MACCS), the representative of
Customs Department informed the meeting that this system was put into operation in Yangon in 2016,
and the application and operation of the MACCS will be implemented in other customs offices,
probably in 2017.



The consultation continued with a full review and discussion of the issues and suggestions from Kayin
State and Tak Province. As a result, the consultation came up with the short-term and long-term
priorities as illustrated in Table 5 as below:

Table 6. Short-term and Long-term Priorities in cross-border trade facilitation
Priorities
Short-term

Long-term

 Thailand accepts certification of origin (C/O)  Harmonizing company
in form D
government policies.
 Thai importers purchase agricultural produces
of Myawaddy / Myanmar a whole year

policies

with

the

 More banking and financial services to
facilitate CBT payment mechanism.

 Thailand cuts off taxes imposed on imported  Thailand and Myanmar build and promote
goods from Myanmar
CBT networking in various forms such as CBT
information
center’s,
and
CBT-related
website(s) to widen understanding of market
dynamics, and alleviate the information gaps
that exist between agricultural producers and
markets, minimize market price information
asymmetry.
 Increase in quantity of agricultural produces  Capacity
development
program(s)
on
under the import quota of Thailand that will
language(s), trade database development,
help increase in scale of economies in
SME database development.
agricultural production, e.g. in Myanmar and
mainstream formal CBT activities.
 Thailand and Myanmar share the list of direct  Thailand and Myanmar (Tak province and
importers and exporters, i.e. importers and
Kayin State) implement SPS measures in
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Priorities
Short-term
exporters should directly negotiate the
contracts each other without interventions of
brokers / middle men.

Long-term
compliance with commitments to regional and
international requirements

 Thailand and Myanmar share market
information, e.g. prices of agricultural
produces, in a transparent and fair manner to
support cross-border traders more effectively.
 Assignment of organizations and staff in
charge of development of trade database
and information sharing mechanism.
 Technical assistance and building capacity of
SPS for the the local stakeholders from both
public and private sectors, especially in
Myanmar
 SPS certificate and C/O be required, and the
issuance of these documents be effectively
facilitating to CBT for the purpose of safe
trade.

B. Lao PDR



In Vientiane, the following issues and results of the provincial consultation with Khammouane and
Nakhon Phanom as summarized in Table 4 were reviewed and discussed:
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Table 7. Summary of the consultation results in Khammouane Province.

Policy and Technical Issues

Provincial Consultation Results

4. Cross-Border Trade Facilitation











5. Technical Cooperation





6. Institutional Development and 
Coordination Mechanism








Construction of the common control area (CCA) and
implementation of CCA procedures.
Commencement of SSI/SWI procedures at the CCA under
the GMS CBTA with reference to model of Mukdahan,
Thailand – Savannakhet, Lao PDR / (iii) Dansavanh, Lao
PDR – Lao Bao, Viet Nam.
Further engagement of the private sector in CBTF, and
further investment in trade logistics through the publicprivate partnership (PPP) modality
Construction of Inland container depot (ICD) at the border
check points
Flows of Laotian cargo trucks crossing the borders of
Thailand
Both provinces should identify types of products and
production for cooperation, e.g. jointly produce agricultural
products for exporting to the third countries.
Form product cluster to enhance productivity and trade
development with reference to cluster model from Thailand,
which is known as North-eastern provinces “Sakonnakorn Nakornpranom – Mukdahan” (SANUK) for development of
herbal products
Value Added Tax (VAT)
Enhancement of regulations and operation of cross-border
contract farming
Application of GAP and requirements of traceability
program / system in agricultural produces
Full implementation of SPS measures
CBT-related government offices and organizations of each
province organize internal meetings on rising issues and
information sharing on a monthly basis.
Joint public-private dialogue between the CBT-related
government offices and organizations of the two provinces
and stakeholders of the private sector from both sides is
organized on a quarterly basis.
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCI) is the
organization connecting the government organizations and
agencies and actors in the private sector for the suggested
dialogues between the public and private sectors
Establishment of information centre to update CBT policies in
each province.
Joint coordination meetings, e.g. in the form of CBT task
force of each province / a join task force of CBT of the two
provinces.
More effective cooperation between the CCIs of the two
provinces.
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Cross-Border Trade Cooperation


According to the representatives of Ministry of Finance (MoF) and Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), it is
unlikely that the construction of common control area (CCA) and the implementation of SSI/SWI will be
taken place, especially in Lao PDR for the such reasons as (i) limited number of CQI staff working in
the border check points; (ii) separate CQI offices and facilities; (iii) Khammouane – Nakhon Phanom
crossing point is not yet under the CBTA designated border-crossing points, and route in the GMS road
system (the GMS CBTA-Protocol 1)3 . In this connection, Lao PDR is now in need of technical assistance
from ADB in assessment of CBTA implementation, in particular the SSI/SWI mechanism at other border
crossing points in addition to Mukdahan, Thailand – Savannakhet, Lao PDR / (iii) Dansavanh, Lao PDR
– Lao Bao, Viet Nam. As such, the time line cannot be defined at the moment.



With regard to Lao PDR – Thailand cooperation in production and trade, the representative of
Ministry of Commerce (MoC) confirmed that it should be considered for further agricultural production
cooperation and trade development, especially for Lao PDR. In this regard, the representative of
Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) informed the meeting that all agricultural products cannot be exported to
Thailand, except for the case of cross-border trade. The export-related issue has not been resolved
because of the technical barriers imposed by Thailand through SPS requirements. As a matter of fact,
Lao PDR had submitted the list of exported agricultural products to Thailand Department of
Agriculture, solutions for agricultural export from Lao PDR has still been pending. For instance, there
exist strict requirements for imports of live animal and agriculture-related products from Nongkhai,
Thailand to Vientiane, Lao PDR, given a short distance, i.e. 1 kilometer between the two locations.
Consequently, the agricultural protection with strict import control from Thailand might cause losses to
both countries.
The meeting agreed that the VAT should remain unchanged in full compliance with the Law on VAT of
Lao PDR, i.e. it is removed from the scope of the consultation.



Technical Cooperation


As for the SPS measures and implementation, the representative of MI suggested that there should not
be duplicate requirements of SPS certificates from both exporting and importing countries, i.e. the SPS
certificate issued to exporter should be the only SPS document required for cross-border trade. In this
area, the representative of the Ministry of Commerce (MoC), the ministry in charge of bilateral crossborder trade agreements, e.g. between Lao PDR and Viet Nam, explained the status of the crossborder trade agreement, which has been signed, but the implementation is subject to SPS agreement
from both sides. The other requirement is certificate of origin (C/O), according to MoC, the procedural
preparation may need a time path for both sides to accomplish the legal documentation and readiness
for implementation.



With regard to cross-border contract farming, the representative of MoC expressed concerns about
the status of contract farming in Lao PDR, which is generally not effective in terms of bringing benefits
to Laotian farmers. She suggested that it should be considered, if possible, under the RLED-EWEC
project. From the perspective of the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), contract farming is important in

3

Asian Development Bank (ADB), Greater Mekong Sub-Region Cross-Border Transport Agreement, Protocol 1 Designation of Corridors, Routes, and Points of Entry and Exit (Border Crossings), 2011
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association with implementation of good agricultural practices (GAP) and traceability applied to
exported products.


In summary, the participants of Lao PDR agreed that (i) enhancement of regulations and the operation
of contract farming, (ii) application of GAP and traceability program, and (iii) SPS measures should be
priorities.

Institutional Development and Coordination Mechanism


The participants paid attention to further support and capacity development for provincial chamber of
commerce (CCI), e.g. in Khammouane. As the case may be, MI and RLED-EWEC project may look into
the actual situation and the capacity of provincial CCIs of Lao PDR for project intervention.



The representative of Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) advised that the suggested coordination and
information sharing mechanism be consulted with a higher level of the Government with the fact that
Lao PDR can share certain categories of information, i.e. not all information. To this end, defining scope
and categories of information is needed.



Regarding the establishment of information center for cross-border trade, the representative of the
MoC and SDC in Vientiane, Lao PDR suggested that the existing platform, Lao PDR Trade Portal4,
should be promoted to make it widely known among traders in the border provinces.



In response to the questions of the representative of MoF on the the RLED-EWEC project in terms of the
benefits brought to the province and Lao PDR, challenges facing the project implementation, and
export of project products, i.e. rice in Khammouane, MI provided the meeting with the project
implementation status and results, which are the improvement in rice seeds and seedling, application of
GAP, and the actual situation of limited rice export to Thailand. There exists an informal trade channel
for cross-border trade in rice in Khammouane province.



At the end of the consultation session, MI suggested the participants to further consult with their
ministries and agencies, and organizations and then share the priorities and action programs on crossborder trade facilitation by the end of February 2017 with MI for its further preparation of the
regional consultation accordingly.

4

http://www.laotradeportal.gov.la
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C. Thailand



In Bangkok, the consultation consolidated the results of the two provincial consultation sessions in: (i)
Khammouane (Khammouane Province – Nakhon Phanom Province) and (ii) Myawaddy (Kayin State –
Tak Province. In doing so, the discussion covered the related aspects between the four provinces in
particular and the two countries as a whole.

Cross-border Trade Facilitation


Regarding the land transport cooperation between Thailand and Lao PDR, and the specific issue of
limited flows of Laotian cargo trucks from Lao PDR to Thailand and no return loads trucks of Lao PDR
from Thailand, the representative of Land Transport Department, Ministry of Transport clarified that
the two countries have the bilateral land transport agreement, which is not part of the GMS CBTA.
Both sides have the annual land transport forum with which such cross-border transport issues were
open for discussion and solutions. Under the bilateral land transport agreement, an Article stipulated
required documents for specific goods (the list of qualified and non-qualified goods) transported
through the border crossing points between the two countries. In this sense, if Laotian cargo trucks
cannot meet the requirements, they are not qualified to cross the Thai borders. However, both sides
are now in the process of updating the bilateral land transport agreement in the hope that the new
bilateral land transport will come into effect in the next 1-2 years by which the issues on “empty
trucks” can be fully resolved, or rather eliminated.



As for the suggestion of implementing CCA mechanism, the representative of Land Transport
Department informed the meeting that Nakhon Phanom is not under the GMS CBTA’s designated points
of entry and exit, and routes. But, Nakhon Phanom has enjoyed certain privilege from the bilateral
land transport agreement, and Thailand is now updating the CBTA-Protocol 1 and the six GMS
countries have intended to revise the CBTA, including more border crossing points and routes under this
framework. In other words, the CCA and SSI implementation at Khammouane – Nakhon Phanom is
unlikely to happen till the Protocol 1 is endorsed and MoU is in place.



As for transport facilitation, the representative of Asian Development Bank (ADB) highlighted the
existence of three cooperation framework: (i) bilateral agreement (e.g. Thailand – Lao PDR), (ii) GMS
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CBTA; and (iii) ASEAN Agreements on Transport Facilitation5. Comparatively, there are existing
similarities and differences. The point is that the countries and provinces need to position the
complementarities among the three frameworks, especially in the context where the border crossing
point at Nakhon Phanom – Khammouane has yet to be ratified under the GMS CBTA. In addition, it is
necessary to identify how the cross-border transport is facilitated. From ADB perspective, one of the
objectives of transport facilitation is the liberalization of the transport services with which none of the
GMS countries can stand alone in the market. The question is the openness of the logistics and transport
services markets and to what extent by which cargo trucks of Thailand and Lao PDR are permitted to
enter and exit each of the countries. To this end, ADB and the GMS countries announced the
commencement of the “early harvest program” implemented by five GMS countries as of January
2017 6 before scaling up the implementation for the whole sub-region.


Regarding the proposed implementation of SSI at Mae Sot – Myawaddy, the representative of Land
Transport Department informed the meeting that the 5 GMS countries have started implementing the
“early harvest”, excluding Myanmar as it is not yet ready to implement the GMS CBTA in full. In fact,
SWI has been implemented, and both sides, especially Myanmar, will move forward to SSI
implementation. In this regard, both sides have already negotiated the MoU for SSI mechanism and
implementation. The representative advised that Thailand would provide support to Myanmar as the
country is new to the international land transportation, and that the SSI between Thailand and
Myanmar at Mae Sot – Myawaddy will be implemented in December 2017 as planned.



MI representative shared the information on transport facilitation in Myanmar where the Minister of
Ministry of Transport and Communication (MoTC), Chairman of the national NTFC, in charge of a
transport facilitation project in Myanmar, has agreed to extend the length of route and permits for the
operation of Thai cargo trucks in Myanmar territory7. It is expected that the project can support to
creation of an effective legal platform to facilitate cross-border transport of cargo trucks from both
Thailand and Myanmar.



According to the representative of the Board of Investment (BoI), the development of the special
economic zone (SEZ) in Nakhon Phanom has been taken into account, but the province has faced
certain challenges of limited investment in the SEZs.



MI presented the request of the private sector stakeholders from Lao PDR and Myanmar to Thailand
on the recognition of the certificate of origin (C/O) form D issued by Lao PDR and Myanmar, the Thai
representatives pointed out the complexity of cross-border trade, e.g. at Mae Sot – Myawaddy,
including heavy traffic and increased flows of cargo trucks in the border areas, difference in business

In ASEAN there are two framework agreements: (i) The ASEAN Framework Agreement on the Facilitation of Goods
in Transit (AFAFGIT), 1998; and (ii) ASEAN Framework Agreement on the Facilitation of Inter-State Transport
(AFAFIST), 2009
6 Asian Development Bank (ADB), 2016, For Transport and Trade Facilitation (TTF), The Joint Committee (JC) for CBTA
agreed for all GMS Countries to implement the CBTA” Early Harvest” implementation on 1 January 2017, except for
Myanmar, which will adopt a phased approach with full implementation targeted by 2019. The SSI will soon be
implemented in other key borders along the GMS corridors. Moreover, through the efforts of the CBTA JC, the GMS
Road Transport Permit is expected to be launched in January 2017, which will further facilitate the cross border
movement of vehicles, people, and goods.
5

7

At present, Thai cargo trucks are permitted to operate within 10 kms from the boundray post in Myanmar side.
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hours between Mae Sot and Myawaddy, and the occurrence of informal and smuggling businesses,
which are untaxed and uncontrolled, in parallel with formal border trade, therefore acceptance and
recognition of C/O form D from Myanmar’s exported goods must be undertaken in prudence and
careful judgment.


Regarding customs clearance, the representative of ADB informed the meeting a significant progress in
customs modernization in Myanmar with the application of MAACS, the land routes would be rolled out
next year; the support of ADB to capacity building in risk management for customs administration, and
engagement of the private sector in trade facilitation with the authorized economic operator (AEO)
program. This program will be further developed in 2017.



Besides the captioned suggestions and clarification of the CCA and SSI mechanisms, and bilateral land
transport agreement between Thailand and Lao PDR, the participants agreed on the results of the
provincial consultation on cross-border trade facilitation.

Technical Cooperation


As for the cross-border contract farming, e.g. Thailand – Lao PDR, the representative of Ministry of
Agriculture advised that the cross-border contract in agriculture, and the contract farming system must
be complied with the laws, especially the exports of agricultural produces to Thailand. Hence, Thailand
need to check various aspects related to cross-border contract farming. Regarding maize farming and
production in Kayin State, the MI representative suggested that Thai farmers and / or traders can
negotiate with the Government of Myanmar together with commercial tax (e.g. 2%) imposed on crossborder trade of maize if cross-border contract farming is feasible.



In this connection, the representative of Commercial Affairs, Tak Province explained the cross-border
contract farming of CP Group in Myanmar with which this Group only buy maize from farmers who can
prove their land certifications8. With cross-border contract farming, Thailand also encouraged
Myanmar farmers to grow high quality maize.
In addition, Thailand’s imports of selected agricultural produces from Myanmar and Lao PDR with
import quota full year around might not be feasible with the fact that Thailand exhibits comparative
advantage and competiveness in agriculture sector and farmers are also in need of protection.





The representative of the Ministry of Agriculture highlighted the SPS requirements, and all countries
export agriculture-related products to Thailand need meet all SPS requirements.



Regarding market information sharing mechanism, e.g. Thailand – Myanmar, one Thai representative
advised the meeting that the market information, i.e. specific prices of agricultural products and goods
in general and those associated with materials, production processes, is controlled by Thailand’s Trade
Information Law 2002. However, import and export information can be shared through Customs and
Ministry of Commerce (MoC). The representative of Thai National Shippers’ Council suggested that
market information be a matter of business to business. And for trade information sharing, the
representative of Board of Investment (BoI) asked MI to further consult with the CLMVT program and
Myanmar-Thai Joint Trade Commission (JTC).

8

Farmers are now allowed to plant maize in forest land areas.
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Institutional Development and Coordination Mechanism


MI presented all issues of coordination mechanism and institutional development discussed at the
provincial consultations in Khammouane and Myawaddy. Due to time constraint at the consultation
meeting, MI proposed that the suggestion in this area be made electronically to MI after the meeting.

D. Viet Nam

NATIONAL CONSULTATION IN HA NOI , VIET NAM



The national consultation took place in Ha Noi just one day after the 2nd policy dialogue between
Quang Tri and Savannakhet Provinces, which was held on March 2, 2017. As planned, MI has
prepared to bring (i) the 2nd policy dialogue results; and (ii) the proposed policy and technical issues
to the national consultation.

(I)


The 2nd policy dialogue between Quang Tri – Savannakhet Provinces

The focus and results of the 2nd policy dialogue that the two provinces have agreed to implement in the
next 2-3 years as below:
 Implementation of the Vietnam-Lao PDR Border Trade Agreement
 Border trader database development
 Goods registration procedures
 Propaganda of the Border Trade Agreement
 Enhancement of cooperation and coordination for formal trade promotion and cross-border
trade facilitation
 Reduction and removal of fees and check points along the Road No. 9
 Promotion of effective coordination among functioning counterparts at the borders
 Improvement of public service delivery at the borders
 Priority customs clearance for agricultural produces
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 Promotion of cross-border joint venture, cooperation and investment, contract farming in the
border areas
 Market exploration
 Development of agricultural production hubs in the border areas
 Investment facilitation
 Promotion of GAP and animal quarantine procedures
 Surveys and analyses by functional departments


The 2nd policy dialogue set an interactive platform for the high-ranking government officials of the two
provinces to review and discuss the Cooperation Agreement, and finally sign the MoU on promoting
trade and investment, including trade facilitation, and agricultural development. The policy dialogue
and cooperation agreement are in line with the implementation of bilateral free trade agreement
(VLFTA) and cross-border trade agreement between Viet Nam and Lao PDR. The MI representative
informed the meeting that policy dialogue is an instrument that MI through the RLED-EWEC project has
adopted to promote the cooperation between the project provinces. Further details of the Cooperation
Agreement are attached to this report in Annex 4.

2ND P OLICY DILALOGUE BETWEEN QUANG TRI AND SAVANNAKHET PROVINCES

(II)

The proposed policy and technical issues to the national consultation

Table 8. Summary of the Policy and Technical issues proposed to the national consultation

Policy and Technical Issues
Customs Cooperation and Border 
Management





Trade and Investment Facilitation




Customs cooperation and facilitation in the implementation
of SSI / SWI mechanisms.
Coordinated border management
SPS regimes at the borders.
Development of transport and trade logistics
Private sector participation in trade facilitation
Capacity building requirements for transport and trade
facilitation
Development of special economic zones (SEZs) / Border
economic zones (BEZs) / Cross-border economic zone
(CBEZs)
Trade Investment Promotion
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Policy and Technical Issues
Agricultural Development




Development of cross-border contract farming
Trade in agricultural produces
Food safety and commodity standards and harmonization



MI shared the selected results of national consultations in Myanmar, Lao PDR, and Thailand and
informed the meeting the following observations of cross-border trade along the EWEC: (i) Incomplete
implementation of SSI/SWI mechanisms; (ii) Difference in SPS measures and certifications, especially
for plant quarantine between Viet Nam and Lao PDR; (iii) A trend of border trade through decreasing
numbers of cargo trucks transported through the border crossing point at Lao Bao – Dansavanh; (iv)
High logistics and transport costs; and (v) Change in the status of Lao Bao Special Economic Zone (SEZ)
– this is known as an intermediate location for imported goods into Viet Nam. Due to change in fiscal
policy of the Government of Viet Nam in 2014 by which most of imported goods were subject to
duties, i.e. import tax, value-added tax (VAT), special consumption tax, and environmental tax, that
have resulted reduction in goods consumed in the SEZ.



Regarding the assessment of SSI/SWI implementation at Lao Bao – Dansavanh border crossings, the
representative of ICD-MoT informed the meeting that Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) is now the
focal point in charge of CBTA and trade and transport facilitation (TTF) in Viet Nam with the fact that
the SSI mechanism at Lao Bao and Dansavanh with the leading role of MoT was signed about 10
years ago, but it could not fully be implemented. In the end, the Governments of Lao PDR and Viet
Nam have agreed to appoint MoFA to take the leading role because the CBTA and TTF cover not only
transport sector, but also customs, industry and trade, agriculture, immigration, and others.



According to the representative of ADB, the SSI and SWI implementation at Lao Bao – Dansavanh
deserved a credit with full four-phase SSI implementation as of 2015. Further to the review of TTF in
2014, ADB has developed operational manual for truck operators, and now is helping truck
operations at Lao Bao – Dansavanh and Savannakhet – Mukdahan border crossing points. The SSI
implementation also needs to engage the participation of the private sector. It is clearly noted that
customs risk management in SSI mechanism implementation, Viet Nam is one step ahead of Lao PDR. It
was also referred that the experience in trade facilitation in case of Thailand and Malaysia whose
economic development and technology levels are more or less similar, so that the two countries do not
apply SSI. Instead, they exchange information in an equal manner.



The representative of Viet Nam pointed out the decreased numbers of cargo trucks running through
Lao Bao – Dansavanh border crossings in recent time. Agreeing on this view, ADB predicted that the
situation could be improved once Savannakhet – Mukdahan implement the SSI mechanism. In this
regard, the representative of MoT mentioned a fact that Viet Nam – Lao PDR – Thailand land border
agreement (trilateral agreement) has not been implemented in full, especially for cargo trucks to
transport along the corridor, e.g. Thai trucks are not permitted to enter Viet Nam. From the private
sector’s perspective, the representative of Saigonship Da Nang JSC expressed his concerns about the
present and future participation of Viet Nam transport and logistics services in the EWEC along which
the traders and transport operators have still encountered multifaceted challenges such as land
transport-related fees, i.e. toll fees, road maintenance fees, etc; small-sized cargo, one-way cargo
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transportation (for case of goods transport to Lao PDR without back loads). These adverse factors
have caused high costs for the Vietnamese transport and logistics services costs, resulting in low
competiveness.


Sharing the concerns of the TTF along the EWEC, the representative of ADB Thailand Resident Mission
shared the status of the GMS CBTA “early harvest” implementation by the 5 GMS countries, except for
Myanmar in 2017. This aims to more effectively facilitate cross-border trade and contribute to
inclusive trade and growth. In terms of capacity building in customs administration, ADB has provided
training to customs officials at both headquarters (HQ) and the border crossing points. In addition,
ADB representative suggested that MI collaborate with ADB in collection of product data traded the
EWEC as well as capacity building for the GMS stakeholders in customs and trade facilitation, SPS in
specific sectors, language, and so on.



Due to the absences of the representatives from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
(MARD), and Ministry of Industry and Trade (MoIT), the consultation did not discuss further the
proposed policy and technical issues of Trade and Investment and Agricultural Development.

5.4. The Way Forward and Consultation Closing
 Cross-border trade facilitation has been implemented in the GMS for more than two decades. It has
succeeded in creating and strengthening connectivity, promoting trade and investment, and enhancing
regional cooperation and economic integration in synergy with the other regional and sub-regional
cooperation framework. To enhance the participation of the RLED-EWEC project funded by SDC and
implemented by MI, in support of the EWEC development, Dr. Watchras Leelawath, MI Executive
Director, invited further suggestions from the participants to all the discussed policy and technical issues
for facilitating cross-border trade that MI will take into account and present them at the regional
consultation.
 Closing the national consultation, Dr. Watcharas Leelawath extended his warm thanks to the co-chair
persons and all participants from LMTV in contribution to the success of the national consultations. He
expressed the significance of the regulatory environment in facilitating cross-border between the
project provinces and along the EWEC. And he on behalf of MI confirmed the project intervention in its
extended phase (2017 – 2019) with which Cross-Border Trade and Trade Facilitation as one of the
key components of the RLED-EWEC. At last, Dr. Watchras Leelawath advised the meeting that the
consultation report will be provided to all representatives in April 2017 and regional consultation will
be held sometime in May 2017, by which the priorities, initiated action programs on cross-border
trade facilitation will be shared and expected to obtain commitments from the participating countries.
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ANNEXES
Annex 1. Program Agenda
Program Agenda
8:45 – 9:00

Registration

9:00 – 9:15

Welcome Remarks
Executive Director, Mekong Institute

9:15 – 9:45

Overview of MI and RLED-EWEC project
Director, EWEC Department, Mekong Institute

9:45 – 11:45

Presentation of the provincial consultation results and Discussion with the participants
Program Specialist, Trade and Investment Facilitation Department (TIF), Mekong Institute

11:45 – 12:00

Way forward and Consultation closure
Executive Director, Mekong Institute

Annex 2. Participants
A. Lao PDR
No.

Name

Position

Company/
Organization

Contact
Phone

1.
Mr. Chantha
2.
Mr. Thanomsith
3.

Email

Deputy DirectorGeneral

Ministry of Agriculture,
DOA-MAF

22211004

Th.chantha@yahoo.com

Deputy Director of
Division

Ministry of Finance,
Customs

2222-3138

thanomsith@gmail.com

Deputy Chief

Khammoune
Administration office

55651431

Khamsoneounhavy@yahoo.com

boutthouong@yahoo.com

Mr. Khamsone
4.

Mr. Phongkhamhak

Deputy Chief

Sawannakhet
Administration office

02091777799

5.

Mr. Sithsamone
DUANGXAWALATH

Officer

Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MoFA)

02099930430

6.

Ms. Phonesauda
Phengsaunh

Secretary Officer

GMS-Business Council

02055586543

gmsbfseaetariat@gmail.com
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No.

Name

Position

Company/
Organization

Contact
Phone

Email

7.

Ms. Sinhdalone
AKKHARATH

Trade Officer

Ministry of Industry
and Commerce (MoIC)

02076533555

Sinhdalone.ak@laomoi.org

8.

Mrs. Souphaphone
INTHAPHOUN

Director of Division

MOIC

02091919280

Spp_tor@yahoo.com

Managing Director

SINO Express

020-55522950

Simo_info@yahoo.com

Technical Staff

Ministry Planning and
Investment (MPI),
Trade Promotion
Department

22229954

lartata@yahoo.com

9.
Mr.Deuanephung
10.

Ms. Thidavamh
CHONGCHIT

11.

Swiss Agency for
Development and
Cooperation (SDC)

B. Myanmar
No
.

Name

Position

Company/
Organization

Contact
Phone

12.

Deputy Director

RTAD, Ministry of
Transport and
Communication (MoTC)

89440224606

DDS

DISI, Ministry of
Commerce (MoI)

095021716

Deputy Director

DISI, Ministry of Industry
(MoI)

09250701785

thinthinsoe7772@gmail.com

Senior Official

Department of Trade,
Ministry of Commerce
(MoC)

0943078826

ktcltun.mm@gmail.com

Assistant to Director

Department of Trade,
Ministry of Commerce
(MoC)

095035362

khine7winn@gmail.com

Assistant to Director

Department of
Agriculture, Ministry of
Agriculture

09420700439

thinthinyiyau@gmail.com

Mr. Htin Kyaw
13.
Soe Moe Kyaw
14.
Thin Thin Soe
15.
Khin Thida Tun
16.
Khine Zar Win
17.
Thin Thin Yi

Email
htinkyawrta@gmail.com
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No
.

Name

Position

Company/
Organization

Contact
Phone

18.

Chairman

Myanmar International
Forwarders Association
(MIFFA)

095013284

Secretary

Myanmar International
Forwarders Association
MIFFA

095013709

Trade of Specialist

Asian Development Bank
Thailand Resident
Mission

Deputy Director

Ministry of Finance,
Customs Department

Aung Khin Myint
19.
Ohn Mar Maw
20.
Mr. Hung Nguyen
21.
U Kyaw Nyunt

Email

Ohnmarmaw2008@gmail.co
m
bhnguyen@adb.org

067410060

Kyawnyuntaung1962@gmail.
com

C. Thailand
No.

Name

Position

Company/
Organization

Contact
Phone

22.
Mr. Somyot
Chugamnerd

23.
Mr. Kevin Billing
24.

Head of Bangkok
PQ Station

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Cooperative,
Department of
Agriculture

66594654681

somyotchu@yahoo.com

Consultant of RLEDEWEC

Individual
Consultant

66800768086

Kevin.billing@gmail.com

Director

Tak ProvinceCommercial Affairs

0854821673

panukan@hotmail.com

Plan and Policy
Analyst

National NESDB

0818312355

ongart@nesdb.go.th

International Relation

Board of Trade of
Thailand

0895252676

Ministry of Finance,
Customs
Department

0819328871

Mr. Panu Kankaew
25.

Mr. Ongart
Rukkhawuttanakul

26.
Mr. Suppasuwat
Narksut
27.
Mr. Sirichai
Kunabhut

Email

Kunabhut@hotmail.com
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No.

Name

Position

Company/
Organization

Contact
Phone

28.

Officer

The Federation of
Thai Industry

023451127

Mr.Phisut Eahampai

Email
phisute@off.ffi.co.th

29.

Ms. Angkana
Yuenyongpanit

Assistant to District
Chief Officer

Tak Province

0849264648

30.

Ms. Prembun
Vorasapakharn

Plan and Policy
Analyst

National Economic
and Social
Development Board
(NESDB)

0986895677

prembun@nesdb.go.th

Senior Officer

Department of
Intellectual
Property (DIP)

0843170009

Daoradatt@gmail.com

Thai Chamber of
Commerce

0818164010

Orn-a-nong.w@thaiwah.com

Specialist

Asian Development
Bank Thailand
Resident Mission

0632190521

Operations Assistant

Asian Development
Bank Thailand
Resident Mission

0892090920

pvichityejpaisal@adb.org

Department of
Land Transport

022718409

modpat@hotmail.com

Transport Technical
Officer

Department of
Land Transport

022718409

Thanita4354@gmail.com

Managing Director

KNR Group Co.,
Ltd.

026 13 6619

mayuree.c.xie@gmail.com

Assistant to M.D.

KNR Group Co.,
Ltd.

0909313809

praew.tholap@gmail.com

Trade Officer

Ministry of
Commerce,
Department of
Foreign Trade

025475100

gmsdft59@gmail.com

31.
Mrs. Daorada
Torntham
32.

Ms. Orn-A-Nong
Witchucharn

33.
Mr. Hung Nguyen
34.
Pornvarich
Vichitvejpaisal
35.

Ms. Phacharang
Praprutitum

36.
Ms. Thanita
Thanasarn
37.

Mr. YOO
CHIENYUENYONG
PONG

38.
Ms. Praew
Twatchainunt
39.
Mr. Natthapong
Yisun
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No.

Name

40.

Position

Company/
Organization

Deputy Director
Mr. Audsitti
Sroithong

41.

Ms. Navarat
Pongjapo

Government Officer

Contact
Phone

Email

Board of Investment
of Thailand (BoI)

025538372

audsitti@boi.go.th

Board of Investment
of Thailand (BoI)

025538182

Navarat.p@boi.go.th

0863005510

Ajarnpongsak2555@gmail.
com

42.

Mr. Pongsak
Piboonsak

Deputy Secretary
General

F.T.I

43.

Mr. Sombat
Premprabha

Vice Chairman

Thai National
Shippers’ Council

D. Viet Nam
No.

Name

Position

Company/
Organization

Contact
Phone

44.

Ms. Kanya S.
Sasradipoera

Senior Trade
Specialist

Asian Development Bank
Thailand Resident Mission

45.

Mr. Le Duc Trung

Official

International
Cooperation Department
(ICD), Ministry of
Transport (MoT)

46.

Ms. Hoa

Official

Customs Administration,
Ministry of Finance

47.

Mr. To Van Hiep

CEO

Saigonship Da Nang JSC

662 2635300

Email
kanyass@adb.org
Ductrung1812@gmail.com

+84 903503555

Dirgen@saigonshipdanang.com
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Annex 3. Organizing team
Trade and Investment Facilitation Department (TIF)
PHOTO

NAME

CONTACT

Mr. Madhurjya Kumar Dutta

Tel: +66 (0) 43 202 411-2 Ext. 4061
Fax: +66 (0) 43 343 131
Mobile: +66 (0) 87492 7118
Email: dutta@mekonginstitute.org

Program Director
Trade & Investment Facilitation (TIF)

Mr. Quan Anh Nguyen
Program Specialist
TIF

Mr. Sa-nga Sattanun
Program Manager
TIF

Mr. Ronnarit Chayong-Seang
Program Officer
TIF

Tel: +66 (0) 43 202 411-2 Ext. 4071
Fax: +66 (0) 43 343 131
Mobile: +66 (0) 62990 3971
Email: quan@mekonginstitute.org

Tel: +66 (0) 43 202 411-2 Ext. 4081
Fax: +66 (0) 43 343 131
Mobile: +66 (0) 87858 2628
Email:
sa-nga@mekonginstitute.org

Tel: +66 (0)43 202 411-2 ext. 4094
Fax: +66 043 343 131
Mob: +66 94310 1060
Email: ronnait@mekonginstitute.org
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EWEC Department
PHOTO

NAME

CONTACT

Mr. Nguyen Hung Cuong

Tel: +66 (0) 43 202 411-2 Ext. 4030
Fax: +66 (0) 43 343 131
Mobile: +66 (0) 8 74927118
Email: cuong@mekonginstitute.org

Project Director
EWEC Department

Mr. Nikhom Ruamsit
Project Team Leader in Khammouane,
Lao PDR

Mr. Nguyen Nhat An
Project Team Leader in Quang Tri,
Viet Nam

Dr. Thet Thet Mar
Project Team Leader in Kayin State,
Myanmar

Ms. Yupaporn
Project Officer

Mr. Souvannalath Damlongboun
Project Assistant in Khammouane,
Lao PDR

Tel: +66 (0) 43 202 411-2
Fax: +66 (0) 43 343 131
Email: nikhom@mekonginstituite.org

Tel: +66 (0) 43 202 411-2
Fax: +66 (0) 43 343 131
Email: annn@mekonginstituite.org

Tel: +66 (0) 43 202 411-2
Fax: +66 (0) 43 343 131
Email: thet@mekonginstituite.org

Tel: +66 (0) 43 202 411-2
Fax: +66 (0) 43 343 131
Email: yupaporn@mekonginstituite.org

Tel: +66 (0) 43 202 411-2
Fax: +66 (0) 43 343 131
Email: souvannalath@mekonginstitute.org
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Annex 4. COOPERATION AGREEMENT ON CROSS BORDER TRADE
FACILITATION BETWEEN SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE AND QUANG TRI
PROVINCE
Pursuant to the Cooperation Agreement signed on the 2nd of August, 2016 between Quang Tri province of
Socialist Republic of Vietnam and Lao People’s Democratic Republic;
With a view to implementing the activities prescribed within the framework of the Cross-border Trade Agreement
between the two countries, contributing to the facilitation of cross border trade and the strengthening of solidarity
and friendship between Quang Tri province and Savannakhet province;
Today, on the 2nd of March, 2017, in Dong Ha city, Quang Tri province, Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the
delegation of Quang Tri and Savannakhet provinces (list of two delegations enclosed) are present at the dialogue
on cross border trade facilitation between the two provinces.
(i)
Quang Tri province’s delegation is led by Mr. Nguyen Quan Chinh, Vice Chairperson of Quang Tri
Provincial People’s Committee;
(ii)
Savannakhet province’s delegation is led by Mr. Thonekeo Phouthakaiyalath – Vice Governor of
Savannakhet province;
The two delegations discussed about shared issues of cooperation in cross border trade of each side, and agreed
on the cross border trade facilitation between the two provinces during the period 2017 – 2019 with the following
points:
1.
The two sides agreed to realize the activities within this Cross-border Trade Agreement between the two
provinces, particularly:
1.1.

Collaborating and creating favorable conditions for cross border trade between the two provinces:





Spreading propaganda to corss-border merchants and residents on the relating contents of the Crossborder Trade Agreement between Vietnam and Lao PDR as well as the regulations on cross-border
trade activities.
Strengthening the collaboration in developing lists of cross-border merchants and investors of
Savannakhet province and Quang Tri province, establishing a synchronized database on cross-border
merchants and investors, and regularly updating and informing each other the lists on a six-month
basis.
Developing and completing the procedures to certify goods of the cross-border merchants, creating
favorable conditions for the business and production activities of the cross-border merchants.

1.2.
Collaborating in the development of a mechanism to ensure the trading activities of the cross-border
residents between the two provinces in compliance with the articles regulated in the Cross-border Trade Agreement
between the two countries and specific regulations between Quang Tri province and Savannakhet province:



Agreeing on the reduction or elimination of fees and charges applied to cross-border trade
transactions; Reducing or removing unnecessary checkpoints of goods and vehicles inspection.
Giving instructions to relevant functional agencies to improve their service quality, creating favorable
conditions to the inspection and control of import-export goods at the border gates, especially giving
priority to the clearance of agricultural commodities; and accepting to conduct the screening and
adjustments to synchronize the operational process of the functional agencies of the two sides at the
twin border gates Lao Bao - Dansavanh.
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1.3.
Quang Tri and Savannakhet provinces encourage and creating conditions to entrepreneurs and businesses
of the two provinces:
 Investigating, seeking for market expansion opportunities, and cooperating in expanding materials
areas;
 Providing support to the organization of exposure visits for business networking expansion;
 Making wider investments or supporting entrepreneurs and producers to promote the investment in
agricultural production activities at the border areas of the two provinces, thus creating a material
source in the service of production and exportation activities (particularly in the border districts of
Nong, Sepon and Huong Hoa).
1.4.
The two sides agreed to assign Quang Tri Provincial Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
and Savannakhet Provincial Department of Agriculture and Forestry to continue studying and propose solutions to
the facilitation of import-export agricultural commodities (plants, animals and aquatic products).
2.
The two sides agreed to give instructions to bodies and agencies, administrative units and entrepreneurs of
each side to effectively actualize the contents prescribed in this Agreement.
3.
The two sides proposed Mekong Institute to study and strengthen the support and collaboration with
relevant parties in the implementing the mentioned contents for cross-border trade facilitation among areas on the
EWEC in general and between Quang Tri – Savannakhet in particular.
4.
The two sides agreed to organize cross-border trade facilitation meetings on a three-year basis at each
side in order to evaluate the implementation of this Cooperation Agreement on Cross-border Trade Facilitation.
The first meeting will be host by the Savannakhet side in Savannakhet Province tentatively in 2019.
5.
Quang Tri and Savannakhet provinces assigned their respective Department of Industry and Trade and
Department of Industry and Commerce to act as liaisons in communicating and advising the leaders of the two
provinces to follow up, supervise and speed up the implementation of this Agreement. The two departments will
meet up annually to update and exchange information about the cross border trade and policy changes of each
side (relevant functional agencies can be likely invited if needed).
6.
This Agreement takes effective in thee (03) years since the signing date and will be automatically
extended in every three years unless otherwise stated in written by one side on the validity termination of this
Agreement. During the implementation of this Agreement, the two sides inform each other in written about and
work together to deal with any bottlenecks or difficulties incurred.
This Agreement is signed in Dong Ha city, Quang Tri province, Socialist Republic of Vietnam, and developed in two
copies in Vietnamese and two copies in Lao of the equal validity.
REPRESENTATIVE OF SAVANNAKHET DELEGATION, LAO PDR REPRESENTATIVE OF QUANG TRI DELEGATION, VIETNAM

(Signed)

(Signed)

Thonekeo Phouthakaiyalath
Vice Chairperson of Quang Tri province

Nguyen Quan Chinh
Vice Governor of Savannakhet province
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