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Since its inception in 1992, the Greater 
Mekong Subregion Economic Program 

(GMS ECP) has promoted the free fl ow of 
goods, services, and people throughout 
the subregion, paving the way for rapid 
economic growth. While impressive levels 
of development and economic growth 
have been achieved, it is clear that this 
growth has been unbalanced. The resulting 
‘development gaps’ which have emerged, 
both within and between countries, have 
lead to an array of social and environmental
issues, especially in the poorer Mekong 
countries.
 Seeking to support the GMS Economic 
Cooperation Program (GMS ECP) vision for, 
‘more integrated, prosperous and equitable 

Mekong Forum 2013: 
‘Towards More Inclusive and 

Equitable Growth’

growth in the GMS,’ and to mitigate the 
ill-effects of these emerging social and 
environmental issues, MI will organize the 
Mekong Forum 2013, ‘Towards more inclusive
and equitable growth within the GMS,’ on 
11 - 12 July in Khon Kaen, Thailand. 
 The day-and-a-half long event will bring 
together senior policy makers, business
and civic leaders, academic experts and 
development practitioners for a series 
of speeches, panel discussions, and 

consultative and synthesis meetings
through which to discuss and critique the 
social and ecological implications of rapid 
economic development and integration. 
 The event will unearth the latest de-
velopments in the GMS and offer a unique 
opportunity for networking and exchange 
on potential areas of collaboration that will 
synergize HRD/capacity building initiatives 
within the GMS and AEC regional integration 
and cooperation frameworks.  (more on p.5) 

MI-JAIF PROJECT : Enhancing Trade and Investment Facilitation Along 
The East-West Economic Corridor

Small and medium enterprises (SMEs) form 
the backbone of national economies in 

Greater Mekong Subregional (GMS) countries, 
accounting for some 90-98 per cent of all 
private enterprises. For higher levels of trade 
and investment to be achieved, SME operators 
must develop tighter collective networks and 
acquire the necessary skills and knowledge to 
facilitate access to regional and global markets 
and negotiate new business and investment 
opportunities, says Madhurjya Dutta, Program 
Manager of MI’s Trade and Investment Facilita-
tion Department.
 The two-year, joint MI-Japan ASEAN 
Integration Fund (JAIF) project, ‘Enhancing 
Provincial and Local Chambers of Commerce 
in Trade and Investment Facilitation along 
the East-West Economic Corridor (EWEC),’ has 
already produced a number of results which 

will play a role in addressing these critical 
issues and sparking economic development 
in the 11 national provinces which make-up 
EWEC, the poorest GMS economic corridor.
 The project, which concluded on De-
cember 17, 2012 (see MI Highlights in this 
issue), focused on increasing the capacity 
of local EWEC chambers of commerce and 
industry (CCIs) and business associations (BAs) 
to transform them into catalysts of local eco-
nomic growth. Consisting of a core framework 
of executive seminars and policy dialogues, 
trade and investment promotion programs, 
practical training programs, research studies, 
business networking events, and structured 
learning visits (SLVs), the project utilized MI’s 
core competencies of capacity building and 
regional networking. 
 Tangible project outcomes (in addition 

to the core project activities listed above) 
include the development of both the EWEC 
Business Database and website (www.ewec-
biz.com), consisting of over 1,000 company 
and provincial business profi les operating 
in EWEC, the MI Trade and Investment 
Facilitation Glossary (downloadable from 
the MI website), and the opening of three 
EWEC SME Product Display and Information 
Centers in Khon Kaen, Thailand (two) and 
Savannakhet, Lao PDR (one).  (more on p.3) 



OPEN HOUSE

Offi cially rounding off the 2012 15th Anniversary 
Celebrations, the second ever MI Open House took 

place on 6 December, at MI headquarters in Khon Kaen, 
Thailand. The day-long event featured presentations, exhibitions, 
speeches, interactive activities and awards promoting increased 
knowledge and awareness of MI and its work among local 
government agencies, private sector organizations, civil society, 
and the local community in the Northeast of Thailand.
 Highlights included speeches by, H.E Ngo Hongly, Chairman 
of the MI Council, and Dr. Narongchai Akrasanee, Chairman 
of the MI Steering Committee, Mr. Somsak Suwannasucharit, 
Khon Kaen Governor, and Dr. Thawalwong Ratanasiri, former MI 
Director and current Vice-President for International Relations 
and Cooperation Strategy at Khon Kaen University. 
 Dr. Narongchai’s key note speech on, ‘MI in the New Era 
of GMS Cooperation,’ in which he noted the urgent need to 
address uneven economic development and to focus on the 
needs of the region as dictated by its people, drew much praise 
from onlookers. 
 “Although we can claim we have come a long way, we 
cannot be convinced that the road ahead will be a smooth one 
unless we are very contentious in what we do,” said Narongchai, 
urging MI keep in mind the importance of its current mission.
 Throughout the event, MI honored and acknowledged 
its local partners, including various community business 
enterprises and societies and government agencies, for their 
invaluable contributions of human resources, fi eld sites, and 
local knowledge, which have supported and enhanced MI’s 
programs and projects.
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MI-JAIF  Project  Highlights

Trade Event Promotion Event, MI, Thailand, 
August 22 - 26, 2011

Thailand-Vietnam Business to Business SLV (B2B), 
Danang – Khon Kaen, October 17 – 21   2011

Executive Seminar 2011: ‘Business Opportunities and EWEC 
Development Potentials,’ at the opening of the third 

Thai – Lao Friendship Bridge, November 10-11, Mukdahan, 
Nakhon Phanom, Thailand

Workshop cum SLV: ‘Agricultural Sector Value Chains and 
SME Export Consortia,’ March 26-30, 2012

Grand Opening: ‘EWEC SME Product Display and Information 
Center,’ November 26, 2012, Khon Kaen, Thailand

In the long-term, however, it will be the intangible outcomes, such as closer 
interpersonal and business networks and relationships which will pay the 

greatest dividends. These networks will drive the formation of SME clusters 
and export consortia and assist SME operators and entrepreneurs to explore 
new business opportunities and development potentials. In-line with MI’s 
objectives, the project focused on building greater cooperation and networks 
between business leaders and government policy makers to build impetus for 
policy changes to confusing legal procedures and red-tape which currently 
hinder cross-border trade and investment fl ows. 
 The fi nal project evaluation report notes the importance of the project 
in the wider push to empower SMEs to take advantage of new business 
opportunities, stating that MI’s multi-level approach demonstrates clearly that 
the institute is, “strongly moving in the right direction.” The report, however, 
recommends that if project outcomes are to be sustainable, more focused, 
long-term projects and initiatives must be forthcoming. While recognizing 
the success of the project, Dutta acknowledges this critique, saying that if 
project outcomes are to be taken to the “next level,” and bring about real 
change to the trade and investment climate along EWEC, the remaining gaps 
must be addressed. 
 To fi ll-in these remaining gaps, the MI Trade and Investment Department
is seeking to build support for a long-term (three to fi ve year) project, which 
proposes a three pronged approach to: fi rst, to build the capacities of 
trade associations and trade promotion agencies in order to draw in higher 
levels of foreign and local direct investment; second, to promote ‘green’ 
technology usage and product output by local SMEs in order to integrate 
with the demands of regional and global value chains (RVCs and GVCs) and 
provide more sustainable business opportunities; and third, the continued 
development of the EWEC Business Database to provide value adding services 
such as e-marketing, e-commerce, and ‘business intelligence’ to supply up-to-
date market opportunities and conditions to assist in value-chain integration. 
 While the ‘Enhancing Provincial and Local Chambers of Commerce in 
Trade and Investment Facilitation along EWEC’ project is already showing signs 
of infl uencing new attitudes and approaches among local SMEs operators 
towards cross-border trade and business, policy changes as a direct result 
of the project have yet to occur. MI’s multi-level approach, which connects 
grass-roots organizations and individuals to those at the policy level will, 
however, contribute to the cultivation of the political will needed to push 
forward the subregional cooperation and integration agenda. The project has 
already provided local SMEs with a new coherence for regional cooperation 
and integration and if project outcomes are followed-up by longer term 
projects it is highly likely that local SMEs operating along EWEC will gain the 
running start needed to compete in the new, more competitive and dynamic 
economic environment.
 The two-year joint MI-Japan ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF) project, 
‘Enhancing Provincial and Local Chambers of Commerce in Trade and 
Investment Facilitation along the East-West Economic Corridor (EWEC)’ 
concluded on December 17 with a fi nal Synthesis and Evaluation Workshop. 
Further details can be found on the MI website.

MI-JAIF PROJECT : Enhancing Trade and 
Investment Facilitation Along The East-West 
Economic Corridor (cont…  )
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 The New Year is always special. Not only does 
it allow one to put things in perspective, but 
it offers time to refl ect on the year past and 
contemplate the one that lies ahead. This 
year, my fi nal year as director, these refl ections 
seem especially vivid. 
 While nostalgia pulls at the mind to revisit 
the past six-years, there is precious little time 
to indulge these thoughts. I, like the rest of 
the MI staff, our partners and supporters, are 
busier than ever fulfi lling the vision set by 
our governing board to transform MI into a, 

‘regional center for excellence in human resource and capacity building for 
regional cooperation and integration.’ 
 Since the last edition of the Mekong Connection, MI has taken signifi cant 
steps toward fulfi lling this vision. The addition of multi-year, multi-level 
development projects is the most signifi cant development, completing the 
evolution of our products and services and meaning that MI can now ef-
fect regional cooperation and integration at both the grass-roots and policy 
levels. 
 The new focus on development project design and implementation is 
evidenced by upcoming and recently initiated development projects such 
as the six-year, ‘Capacity Building for More Equitable and Inclusive Growth 
in the GMS’ project, in partnership with the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC), the ‘Enhancing Competitiveness of SMEs along the 
Southern Economic Corridor (SEC) project, in partnership with the Japan 
ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF), and the ‘Enhancing Capacity of Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry in Promoting Trade and Investment along the 
North-South Economic Corridor(NSEC)’ project, in partnership with the 
ASEAN-China Cooperation Fund (ACCF). 
 The target communities for these projects, particularly those along the 
Southern Economic Corridor (SEC) and East-West Economic Corridor (EWEC), 
have been largely left-out by the wave of economic development which 
has swept over other parts of ASEAN and the GMS. These projects are thus 
an affi rmation of MI’s duty to correct the pattern of unequal development 
and to move the region forward together as per the GMS ECP vision for a 
more integrated and prosperous GMS.
 MI is excited about the support it has received through the ASEAN 
Secretariat via the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI) as well as the excel-
lent cooperation and technical assistance offered by the JAIF management 
team to improve our project documentation and monitoring frameworks. MI 
is also deeply appreciative to the ASEAN SME Working Group for its valuable 
comments and suggestions offered during the design phase of the NSEC 
private sector development project.
 Although the challenges for 2013 are great, I am certain that the 
changes, expansion, and growth currently underway will make MI a more 
effective and effi cient organization, placing it in the best possible position to 
address the current capacity and human resource development challenges 
of the GMS.

Suchat Katima, 
MI Director 

 

EDITORIAL MI Visiting Scholar Research Paper : 
Experimenting with the GMS ECP Model 
in South Asia
 While the GMS has made huge strides in improving its internal and 
cross-border transport infrastructure linkages, South Asian countries have 
struggled in comparison. Economic development and trade in South 
Asia is slowed by the lack of adequate transport infrastructure, transport 
facilitation services, and suitable policies which effectively prevent the 
effi cient cross-border movement of goods and people. 
 By utilizing the successful project-based strategies and mechanisms
of the GMS Economic Program (GMS ECP), the Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), can 
accelerate the development of its internal and external over-land road 
linkages and bring about local economic development, states MI visiting 
scholar, Panchali Saikia, in her newly-published paper, ‘Experimenting with 
the GMS ECP Model in South Asia : The Role of Transport Infrastructure 
in Regional Growth.’
 Saikia’s paper, the product of a four-month fellowship at MI, focuses 
on a policy-oriented, comparative study of the transport infrastructure 
development strategies and mechanisms of the GMS ECP and BIMSTEC. 
The paper critically analyses the GMS ECP Economic Corridor Approach 
(with a focus on the East West Economic Corridor (EWEC)), Cross Border 
Trade Agreements (CBTAs), trade and transport facilitation (TTF) measures
and logistics services and systems, and assesses the suitability for 
application and implementation in South Asia by BIMSTEC. 
 The paper proposes that, in order for BIMSTEC to improve its transport
infrastructure projects, it must increase the frequency of interaction 
and fi nancial support between and from member countries towards 
transportation projects and implement more effective and timely monitoring 
and evaluating mechanisms. 
 Despite advocating for the implementation of measures based on 
the GMS ECP model by BIMSTEC, however, Saikia warns that the GMS ECP 
model is far from perfect and that the pitfalls of its approach can and should 
be avoided, especially those related to cross-border trade and transport 
facilitation. 
 In order for the GMS ECP to correct the issues identifi ed in the study 
and further promote cross-border trade and local economic development, 
an immediate review of its transport strategies, starting from its regulatory 
frameworks, trade and transport facilitation measures and the development 
of policy and subregional coordination measures,  must be undertaken. 
 To improve these issues  it will be necessary for GMS ECP member 
states to cooperatively develop modern information and communication 
technology (ICT) systems along the major regional trading and transit points 
and to simplify cross-border documentation and related legal frameworks.
 With its detailed analysis of infrastructure systems in the GMS and 
South Asia, and their respective subregional groupings, the paper provides 
policy makers in both subregions with an up-to-date tool through which 
to identify, analyze, and rectify existing and emerging barriers hindering the 
continued development of cross-border fl ows of goods and people.
 Sakai’s paper, ‘Experimenting with the GMS ECP Model in South 
Asia: The Role of Transport Infrastructure in Regional Growth’ can be 
downloaded from the MI website.
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New MI Papers/Products:

New Trade Glossary Completed – Oct 2012
 As part of the JAIF EWEC project, the Mekong Institute Trade and Investment Facilitation Program 
Glossary (MITIF) has been released. The MITIF Glossary focuses on key trade and investment
facilitation abbreviations and terms. The glossary has been distributed to MI alumni through the online
knowledge portal and hard copies have been distributed various government offi cials, educational
facilities, and private sector organizations.

MI Working Paper Series 2012

P articipants will, throughout the course 
of the 2013 Mekong Forum, defi ne 

and articulate appropriate measures to 
support positive moves towards regional
cooperation and integration and to 
mi t i gate the ident ifi ed soc ia l  and 
environmental issues. These measures will 
be formulated with a view to supporting
the preparation of Mekong countries for 
integration into the AEC and to narrowing 
the development gaps within and between 
the GMS countries. 
 Policy recommendations articulated 
during the forum will be disseminated widely 
and submitted to the GMS Senior Offi cial 
Meeting for consideration. Forum outputs 
will also be utilized by MI and collaborating 
partners as the basis for the development 
of future intervention initiatives and action 
plans.

 Keynote speeches and panel discussions 
during the two-day meeting will be held 
under the banners of; ‘Building Towards More 
Inclusive and Equitable Growth,’ ‘Improving 
Agricultural Productivity Through Pro-Poor 
Strategies,’ ‘Improving National and Regional
Business Facilitation and Development 
Services for SMEs,’ and ‘Facilitating Freer 
Cross-Border Labor Movement and Better 
Mutual Skill Recognition Arrangements.’ 
 Prospective speakers* include high-
profi le fi gures such as Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, Former 
ASEAN Secretary General, Dr. Narongchai 
Akrasanee, Chairman of the Mekong Insti-
tute Steering Committee, H.E Winston Set 
Aung, Deputy Minister of Ministry of National 
Economic Planning and Development, 
Myanmar, H.E Somchith Inthamith, Vice 
Minister of Ministry of Planning and 
Investment, Lao PDR, and H.E. Quan Mu, 
Ambassador of PR. China to Thailand.

 The 2013 Mekong Forum follows on 
from the success of the Mekong Forum 
2011, ‘From GMS to AEC 2015:  Prospects for 
Human Resource Development and 
Capacity Building in Regional Coopera-
tion and Integration,’ which drew over 
80 representatives from international, 
governmental, private sector, and civil 
society organizations and agencies. The 
Mekong Forum 2011 produced three 
indicative action plans designed to narrow 
development disparities between the less 
developed Mekong countries and other ASEAN 
member states, which have since formed 
the basis for MI’s current multi-year 
capacity building programs and subregional 
development projects.
* Speakers are subject to change
For additional details about the Mekong Forum 
2013, please visit the Mekong Forum website : 
www.mekonginstitute.org or contact Ms. Tina Wang, 
Program Coordinator: jwang@mekonginstitute.org 

Mekong Forum 2013 : ‘Towards More Inclusive 
and Equitable Growth’ (cont…  )

g p

 Throughout January and February, 10 MI Working Papers were published 
and disseminated, completing the fi nal phase of the 2012 Mekong Institute-New 
Zealand Ambassador Scholarships (MINZAS) program. The 2012 MI Working Paper Series 
showcases the research and analysis of the scholarship recipients which focuses on 
GMS development-related issues. To obtain a list of the 2012 MI Working Paper Series 
titles and/or receive a free copy please, contact Pornwilai Pumira (Anne), Associate 
Program Manger,ERPU Department, at pornwilai@mekonginstitute.org
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SPECIAL GUESTS

MI Highlights

23 January 2013 : Mr. Matthew Robertson, 
Second Secretary of the Political Section from 
the Embassy of Canada, Thailand, with MI 
staff and members of local Khon Kaen-based 
NGOs. Mr. Robertson’s visited MI as part of 
a trip to Thailand’s Isaan region to learn 
more about regional development projects 
and initiatives.

7  October  2012  :  MI Director, Dr. Suchat Katima
chats with Philippine Ambassador to 
Thailand, H.E. Ms. Jocelyn Batoon-Garcia 
during her visit to Khon Kaen. While in 
town, Ms. Batoon-Garcia and her consular
team undertook an ‘exposure trip’ 
(organized by MI staff) to two local villages; 
Baan Dong-Bang Suffi ciency Economy 
Village and the Silk Village in Chonnabot 
District. 

18 October 2012 : King Prajadhipok Institute
(KPI) Director (and former MI Director), 
Dr. Vanchai Vatanasapt, discusses the 
GMS Economic Program and confl ict 
management strategies in the GMS with MI 
staff and distinguished visitors.

16 November 2012 : MI Director, Dr. Suchat
Katima, and department/program managers 
welcome Dr. David Roberts, Regional Strategic 
Advisor and Ms. Maura Barry, Regional Advisor, 
Local Capacity Development, USAID Asia. 
Mr. Roberts and Ms. Barry came to learn more 
about MI’s activities, research projects, and 
possible areas for regional collaboration and 
cooperation.

17 December 2012 : Staff from Mahidol University (MU) International College led by Mr. Natthaboon  Pornrattanacharoen, Chief 
of MU’s Public  Communications Section, pose with staff from MI’s ERPU Department. MU staff came to learn more about 
MI’s activities and possible areas for future collaboration.

MI Welcomes Young GMS Professionals – MI, Thailand, Oct 8, 2012
In early October, the latest batch of Young GMS Professionals (YGMS) arrived in Khon Kaen to begin their six-month 
program. Ten promising CLMV participants; Cambodia (2), Lao PRD (2), Myanmar (4), and Vietnam (2), will undergo 
a two-part structured learning program through which participants will gain hands-on work experience in MI’s 
program departments. The October 2012 YGMS group will contribute to several major MI projects including those 
on cross-border agriculture value chains, SME cluster and export consortia formation, public-private partnership and 
local economic development. 

Regional Workshop/SLV: Successful Contract Farming Models and Cross-border Trade –MI, Thailand, 
Oct 26-31, 2012
Greater public-private communication, collaboration, cooperation, and the establishment of new region-wide 
professional networks, were emphasized in the week-long, ‘Successful Contract Farming Models and Cross-Border 
Trade’ SLV. Thirty-three CLMV participants from national and provincial government agencies, farmers’ organizations, 
and other private sector organizations directly involved in cross-border contract farming and the agricultural trade 
attended the course. Field visits to contract farming locations in Thailand (Suan Lung Krao Garden, Taniyama Siam. 
Co. Ltd, and Thayang Agriculture Cooperative in Petchaburi province) provided participants with fi rst-hand exposure 
to modern farming techniques and practices while showcasing the practical implications of cross-border farming 
activities and correlating government policy decisions.

Renewable Energy Development and Application in the GMS - Kunming, Yunnan Province, PR China, 
Nov 26-30, 2012
With collaborative support from the People’s Government of the Yunnan Provincial Administration of Energy and 
Foreign Affairs Offi ce, PR China, MI conducted a fi ve-day regional training program on renewable energy. The training
program bought together participants working in the energy sector from all six GMS countries, extending and 
deepening their awareness of related technological developments and the practical applications for agricultural 
production in the GMS. The course addressed the technical and non-technical barriers restricting the widespread use 
of renewable energy technology and sought to establish more comprehensive networks to enhance the exchange 
of knowledge between PR China (the regional leader in renewable energy technology) and GMS-based professionals. 
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Training on Public Sector Reform –MI, Thailand, Nov 1-14, 2012
In early November, MI held a regional training course aiming to acquaint participants with modern public 
administration concepts and administrative structures to promote better service delivery in the GMS. The workshop, 
sponsored by SDC (Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation), drew state and regional-level government 
offi cials and representatives from local NGOs and INGOs in Myanmar.

Grand Opening: ‘East-West Economic Corridor (EWEC) SME Product Display and Information Center’ 
– Khon Kaen, Thailand,  Nov 26, 2102
In November, the ‘East-West Economic Corridor (EWEC) SME Product Display and Information Center’ at the Khon Kaen 
Chamber of Commerce was offi cially opened. The center is the product of the joint MI-Japan - ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF) 
project, ‘Enhancing Provincial and Local Chambers of Commerce Capacities in Trade and Investment Facilitation along 
EWEC,’ which concluded on December 17, 2012 (see fi rst page for story). The center is one of three planned product display 
and information centers along EWEC that will showcase local agricultural and handicraft products to the general public and 
prospective investors/partners

MI Advances Labor Migration Management in the GMS - MI, Thailand, Nov 26  - Dec 4, 2012
The Mekong Development Program (MDP) Department held two events in November on labor migration management (LLM) 
in the GMS. First, the ‘Labor Migration Management (LMM) in the GMS’ (Nov  26 – Dec 1) training course, held in collaboration
with the International Organization for Migration (IOM), supported by the ADB-Phnom Penh Plan (ADB-PPP), and second, an 
MI-facilitated LMM policy forum (Dec 3-6). Twenty-two government offi cials from the six GMS countries involved in LMM 
attended the training program which addressed important concepts, and facilitated knowledge exchange and region-wide 
networking on related issues. The policy forum (Dec 2-4) gathered together senior offi cials from labor ministries, technical 
vocational education and training (TVET) institutions, labor employment agencies, and private investors from Cambodia, Lao 
PDR, Myanmar, Vietnam and Thailand to address labor supply and demand, worker skills development, skills certifi cation 
standards, labor skills demand and suppy, and the needs of the growing industrial sector in the GMS. Both activities saw 
participants form proposals to address the main challenges/problems posed to the full-spectrum of stakeholders involved 
in LMM in the GMS. 

Developing Viable Seed Industries in CLMV – MI, Thailand, Dec 11-15, 2012
In mid-December, the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) and MI jointly conducted the fi rst of four training 
programs under the ‘Agricultural Productivity and Natural Resources Management in CLMV’ capacity building 
program series. The ‘Developing Viable Seed Industries in CLMV’, training program was designed specifi cally to 
enhance the design of – and advocacy for – suitable agricultural productivity policy frameworks and to support 
the development of the seed industry in the GMS. In total, 30 policy makers from ministries of agriculture and 
commerce, as well as experts and representatives from the private sector of CLMV countries, attended the 
fi ve-day training program. 

Farmer-led Community Enterprises – MI, Thailand, Jan 9-13, 2013
As part of the joint MI-German Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ) project, ‘Regional Rural Development 
through Innovative Regional Management,’ MI conducted its second fi ve-day SLV for 35 farmers and district 
offi cials from Siem Reap Province, Cambodia. The SLV provided target groups, including local heads of district-level 
government partners working on regional management issues, with fi rst-hand knowledge of how smallholder Thai 
farmers and local producers in Northeastern Thailand add value to their products.

Sponsored by the Mekong River Commission (MRC), MI conducted a two-week 
regional training course for 12 Junior Riparian Professionals (JRPs) from agencies 

under the National Mekong Committees of the four lower Mekong countries (Cambodia, 
Lao PDR, Thailand and Vietnam). The course provided training modules which 
emphasized the need for increased inter-regional cooperation to address emerging water 
management-related issues and development initiatives in the Mekong Basin. As part 
of the training course, a fi eld visit to a water resource management project in Kratie, 
Cambodia, was conducted, providing participants with a fi rst-hand opportunity to put 
their newly upgraded understanding and skills into practice.  

W ith the aim of analysing the competitiveness of local SMEs and the integration 
into regional and global value chains, MI conducted the “Action Research Findings 

Presentation Roundtable Meeting on CLMVT SME Cluster and Value Chain Integration.”
Participants presented the results of their two-month action research at the meeting in 
order to share and demonstrate best practices, lessons learnt and the process of SME 
cluster formation in selected industry sectors. The meetings provided a platform for 
the exchange of experience and knowledge, and the critique of SME cluster promotion. 
The meeting resulted in the drafting of a policy paper which will be shared with public 
policy makers and other implementing agencies involved in SME development in the 
GMS in the coming months.

Round Table Meeting: Action Research Findings 
Presentation on CLMVT SME Cluster and Value 
Chain Integration – MI, Thailand, Jan 30-Feb 1, 
2013

Integrated Water Resources Management 
Training Course for Junior Riparian 
Professionals – Mekong River Commission 
Secretariat Offi ce, Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
Jan 14-25, 2013
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MI CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY TO JUNE 2013

Mekong Institute 
123 Khon Kaen University 
Mittraphap Rd., Muang District,
Khon Kaen 40002, THAILAND  
Tel.:  +66 (0) 43-202-411  to 2, +66 (0) 43 203 656 to 7  
Fax.: +66 (0) 43-343-131
Email:  information@mekonginstitute.org
Website: www.mekonginstitute.org

Activities Type Date

National Workshop to Disseminate the Action Research Findings 

on SME Clusters in CLMVT

Workshop Feb 19 – Mar 27

MINZAS 2013 Training Training Mar 4 – 27

Modular Training on Business Research and Trade Investment Database 

for CCIs along NSEC

Training Mar 25 - 29

SME Market Intelligence and E-marketing Training Training Apr 22 – 26

Project Monitoring and Evaluation Training Training Apr 29 – May 10

Modular Training on SME Cluster Development, Value Chain Integration 

and Export Consortia

Training May 6 – 10

Good Agricultural Practice (GAP)and Post Harvest (PH) Practices Training Training May 20 – 31

FTA and Trade Negotiation Training Training June 3 – 7

Training on Agriculture Value Chain Analysis and Promotion Training June 10-21 

Printed@                     Tel. 0-4332-8589-91V I T T H A Y A  P  R  E  S  SV I T T H A Y A  P  R  E  S  S

MI EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

To cope with the organization’s rapid expansion and implementation of 
regional development projects, MI is looking for high caliber candidates to 
fi ll the following positions:

Corporate
1. Deputy Director for Program
2. Finance and Administration Controller
3. Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist
4. Organization Development Coordinator
5. Communication Offi cer
Project 
6. Project Coordinator (two positions) – EWEC Project (One for Vietnam 

and one for Myanmar)
7. Project Finance Offi cer

The full TOR of each position can be obtained at MI website: 
http//www.mekonginstitute.org

To apply, please email: vitchaya@mekonginstitute.org and jwang@
mekonginstitute.org Indicate job title you are applying for in the subject line

 Closing date for application:  22 March 2013

No. Course Title Date Fee

1 Facilitation as a Core Competency March 4-15,2013 $900

2 Cross-border Agriculture Value 
Chains Management

April 29-May 10, 
2013

$900

3 Improving Food Quality and Safety 
through Good Agricultural Practices 
in Fresh Product

May 20-31, 2013 $900

4 Developing SME Clusters and Export 
Consortia

May 27-31, 2013 $500

5 Postharvest Practices: Experiences 
and Best Practices in New Zealand 
and Thailand

June 10-21, 2013 $900

6 Improving Public Service  Delivery 
through Public Sector Reform

August 5-16, 2013 $900

7 Conducting Effective Trade Events August 19-23, 
2013

$500

8 Strategic and Participatory Planning 
and Management

October 14-25, 
2013

$900

Mokong Institute Professional Development Series 
2013
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