
Collaboration toward 

One Health Capacity Building 

in the Mekong Region

Vipat Kuruchittham, PhD

Executive Director of SEAOHUN

vipat@seaohun.org

This presentation is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development 

(USAID). The contents are the responsibility of SEAOHUN and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.



THIS IS WHAT WE HAVE LOST 
FROM THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC



Source: https://www.who.int/news/item/01-12-2021-tripartite-and-unep-support-ohhlep-s-definition-of-one-health

One Health is an integrative 

and systemic approach to health, 

grounded on the understanding that 

human health is closely linked to the healthiness of food, animals and the 

environment, and the healthy balance of their impact on the ecosystems 

they share, everywhere in the world. 



Lessons learned: 
WB Health security financing system in Vietnam

“Workforce development is fundamental 
for ensuring a sustainable and 

effective health security system. 

Invest in human resource!!!!!!”

June 2018
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connects and brings together 

95+ universities

in 8 countries

To develop a resilient and competent 

One Health workforce to effectively 

prevent, detect and respond to 

infectious disease threats by 

leveraging education, research, and 

training excellence provided by 

member universities.

SEAOHUN is a USAID Initiative.



SEAOHUN advocates the role of universities to: 

of professionals across 
sectors to solve 

complex One Health 
issues

to support policymakers 
with evidence-based 

information for decision 
making

Build the capacity Conduct research 

e.g., diagnostic testing, 
risk communication, and 

outbreak investigation and 
response

Support public health 
surge capacity



Lessons Learned from the COVID-19 Pandemic

• One Health awareness raising at all levels, including social 

responsibilities

•



Lessons Learned from the COVID-19 Pandemic

• One Health awareness raising at all levels, including social 

responsibilities

• Institutionalize One Health in education offerings (sustainability)

• Partnership – We must work together to address world’s 

challenging problems (academia is only part of the equation)

•



Source: https://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/security/actionpackages/default.htm

The Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA) is an effort by nations, international 

organizations, and civil society to accelerate progress toward a world safe and 

secure from infectious disease threats; to promote global health security as an 

international priority; and to spur progress toward full implementation of the World 

Health Organization (WHO) International Health Regulations 2005 (IHR), the World 

Organization for Animal Health (OIE) Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) pathway, 

and other relevant global health security frameworks.



GHSA Leadership Meeting, 19 November 2021, Phuket

SEAOHUN is a member of GHSA.



ASEAN HC2:  
Responding 
to All Hazards 
and Emerging 
Threats 
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Let’s collaborate among ministries, 

UNIVERSITIES, the private sector, and 

other development partners in developing 

One Health workforce, generating 

evidence-based information for 

policymakers, and maintaining public 

health surge capacity.

We Must Work Together

to Build Resilience in the GMS.
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